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Trial 


as suspect fires lawyer 


PARS (API — Hk ringleader of a bombing campaign that terrorised 
PUis in the mid-1980s derailed ins murder trial Monday by firing his 
defence attorney, whom. he accused of not being a true Muslim. The trial 
of Fouad Ali Saleh and eight accomplices on charges of murder, 
attempted murder arid conspiracy was postponed until April to give new 
lawyers rime to study 50,000 pages of case hies. Mr. Saleh, 33, a Tunisian, 
fold the court as the trial opened amid right security that be did not want 
Jacques Verges, whose dumb have induded Nazi war criminal Klaus 
Barbie, to defend him. “Mr. Verges has one foot in the Koran and 
another in. the Torah, so X can’t accept that, he has to choose,” said Mr. 
Saleh, describing himself as a “terrorist theologian.” The references to the 
Muslim and Jewish holy books were not immediately dear. Mr. Verges 
converted to Islam in the 1960s after marrying a Muslim woman, bui he 
has no known Jewish ancestors. 
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Israeli soldier kills Palestinian bus driver 

OCCUPIED GAZA (R) — An Israeli soldier shot dead a Palestinian bus 
driver in the occupied Gaza Strip on Monday, the occupation army said. 
The driver, carrying Palestinian workers back from their jobs in Israel, 
ignored orders to stop at a checkpoint on a road to an area of Jewish 
settlements, the army spokeswoman claimed. A soldier at the roadblock 
then shat at the bus. she added. “The soldier carried out the "arrest of 
suspect* procedures and as a result the local driver was killed," she said. 
The army announced on Sunday it was relaxing the arrest procedures to 
let soldiers shoot armed Palestinians on sight in the occupied territories, 
where four Israelis have been shot dead since late October. Some 650,000 
Palestinians live in the Gaza Strip. A few thousand Israelis have settled 
among them. 
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At least 178 dead in 
Turkish avalanches 

GORMEC. Turkey (R) — Ava- 
lanches have killed at least 178 
people in seven Mountain villages 
in souxheasl Turkey. Rescue 
teams battling in a blizzard, tore 
at frozen snow with picks, shovels 
and bare hands on Monday, hop- 
ing to find more survivors in 
Gorin ec — believed to have 
taken the brunt of a series of 
weekend snowslides. More than 
120 people, 71 of them paramilit- 
ary, whose outpost was swept 
away, died in Gormec. The vil- 
lage, population 258, was hit by 
two avalanches. 

Egypt says Sudan oil 
concession in 
disputed area 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt has ob- 
jected to an oil concession 
awarded by Sudan to a Canadian 
company in a disputed border 
area on the' remote Red Sea 
coast. Western diplomatic 
sources said on Monday. The 
International Petroleum Cor- 
poration (IPC) agreed in Decem- 
ber with Khartoum to explore an 
area of over 35,000 square 
kilometres, including territory in 
the Halaieb triangle, an area 
administered by Sudan but 
claimed by Egypt. 

4 policemen stayed 
in Turkey 

ISTANBUL, Turkey (AP) 
Terrorists killed four police offic- 
ers and seriously wounded 
another in ambushes Monday in 
Istanbul and tbe southern dty of 
. Adana, tbe Anatolia jiews agency 
said. Five gunmen opened foe on 
a car containing three officers 
from a special anti-terrorist 
squad. One officer was killed 
outright and the other two mor- 
tally wounded during the attack 
in a residential neighbourhood of 
Istanbul, the agency said. A simi- 
lar attack by three gunmen in 
Adana left one policeman dead 
and another seriously wounded, 
Anatolia reported. It said all tbe 
gunmen escaped after the 
attacks. 

Laser security fence 
proposed for Kuwait 

KUWAIT (R) — Foreign com- 
panies are swamping Kuwait with 
high-tech proposals for a security 
fence it plans to build along tbe 
border with its neighbour Iraq. 
Projects on the table include a 
fence with rotating laser guns 
which would automatically zap 
any living thing that approached, 
industrial consultants in Kuwait 
said on Monday. Others involve a 
barrier with ground radar that 
could detea human infiltrators. 
Interior Minister Sheikh Ahmed 
Hamoud Ai Jaber A1 Sabah said 
in December tbe emirate would 
start building a fence aiong its 200 
kilometre border with Iraq in 
March, once the badly-marked 
frontier was demarcated. 

Uyba says nuclear 
sites open to 
inspection 

VIENNA (R) — Libya has told 
the International Atomic Energy 
Agency that all its nuclear facili- 
ties are open to inspeaion to 
prove it has no secret bomb- 
production project, the IAEA 
said on Monday. A statement 
issued after a visit to Libya by 
IAEA Director-General Hans 
Blix said Libya had expressed 
willingness to cooperate fully 
with the agency in implementing 
safeguards agai nst diversion of 
nuclear technology to military 
uses. 

Kuwait bans veiled 
women from driving 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait’s traffic 
department has banned veiled 
women from driving. “A decision 
has been taken which bans 
women who use veils to cover 
their faces from driving vehicles 
— those apprehended breaking 
this law will he subject to penal- 
ties," Lieutenant Colonel Ismael 
AJ Khakh was quoted as saying 
on Monday. Last November 
Kuwait's faculty of medicine ban- 
ned Muslim fundamentalist 
women from wearing face veils in 
class, laboratories or on hospital 
ward rounds. 


New snowstorm hitting Jordan, 
region; we are ready, say authorities 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Torrential rams, 
hail and snow are expected to 
continue to affect Jordan and 
other eastern Mediterranean 
countries today and part of 
Wednesday, the Meteorology 
Department announced Monday. 

Emergency teams were re- 
ported standing by to deal with 
any eventuality. Interior Minister 
Jawdat Al Sboul announced on 
television Sunday evening. 

Meteorology Department offi- 
cial Jamal Al Mousa told the 
Jordan Times that gale-force 
winds, heavy rain and snow will 
swamp Jordan from north to 
south, with snow covering most 
hilly areas 700 metres above sea 
level. 

He said the Kingdom was 
affected by a low depression now 
centered over southern Cyprus, 
accompanied by a cold air mass 
expected to affect the whole re- 
gion. The severe weather condi- 
tions and the cold air mass were 


due to a high pressure system 
centred over central and western 
Europe, Mr. Mousa said. 

By mid-day Wednesday, the 
storm will subside, only to re- 
sume Thursday afternoon, Mr. 
Mousa added. 

Minister Sboul had said that 
civil defence and public security 
rescue teams and army helicop- 
ters, employed in the previous 
storms, would be ready for any 
emergency. The Public Works 
Department has also made prepa- 
rations for emergency work 
together with teams from the 
Jordan Electricity Authority 
(JEA) and the Telecommunica- 
tions Corporation (TCC). 

Tbe fresh rain and snow will 
probably complete the replenis- 
hment of the Kingdom's dams, 
according to Jordan Valley Au- 
thority (JVA) officials. 

JVA Secretary General Abdul 
Aziz Wishah said that the overall 
capacity of Jordan's main five 
dams is 110 million cubic metres, 
but they had only 96 million by 
last weekend. The hugest dam. 
the King Talal Dam with a capac- 


ity of 80 million cubic metres was 
expected Monday to have 75 mil- 
lion while Wadi Al Arab Dam of 
15 million cubic metre capacity 
was said to have 13.7 million. 

Dr. Wishah said that the other 
dams, Sharhabil, Wadi Shueib 
and Kafrain were already full 
along with the 11 other desert 
dams, which together have a 
capacity of 15 million cubic 
metres. 

In a statement to the Jordan 
News Agency. Petra. Monday, 
Dr. Wishah said that there was no 
guarantee that the next year will 
bring Jordan as much rain as this 
year and therefore there was 
need for more dams to be build to 
collect rain water. 

He acknowledged that the con- 
struction of dams, raised questions 
about financial cost. Still, he said, 
the JVA is currently preparing a 
study on the construction of more 
dams and the supply of funds for 
their construction. 

In the coming years, the JVA is 
planning to build Al Karameh 
Dam west of the town Karameh 
in the central Jordan Valley re- 


gion, he said. The dam will be 46 
metres high with an overall 
capacity of 55 million cubic 
metres. Work on the JD 45 mil- 
lion dam is expected to start in 
1993 and end by 1996, be added. 

Another planned dam is Yal 
Waleh. which will have a 45 
metre high wall and a 9.5 million, 
cubic metre capacity. Work on 
the three year project could start 
by 1993 and the total cost is 
expected to be about JD 30 mil- 
lion Dr. Wishah noted. 

He said the Wadi Al Mujeb 
projected dam of 35 million cubic 
metre capacity will also start by 
mid 1993 and could cost JD 52 
million. 

Earlier, the JVA annonneed 
that frost that preceded the past 
snowstorm caused damage to 
large areas of farmlands in the 
Jordan Valley. Banana fruits sus- 
tained up to 55 per cent damage 
in some areas in the northern and 
central regions of the Jordan Val- 
ley but no damages were reported 
in the southern regions. Other 
damages were caused to the pota- 
to, tomato and egg plant crops. 


Non-Aligned Movement advocates 
democracy among nations, at home 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (Agencies) — 
L Foreign ministers and other dele- 
gates of the Non-Aligned Move- 
ment went into a brainstorming 
session Monday to reappraise tbe 
effectiveness and future role of 
the 101-member group in a 
changing world. 

After a brief address at a cere- 
monial open session, the 183 de- 
legates from 53 countries went 
into dosed sessions that will last 
through Tuesday. 

Tbe two speakers at the open 
session both stressed that in addi- 
tion to confronting the changed 
world after the end of the cold 
war and the demise of the Soviet 
Union, the NAM states should 
also ensure democratisation in 
their own ranks. 

In the past the movement, 
formed in 1961 as an alternative 
political force to the superpow- 
ers. came under strong criticism 
for its erstwhile pro-Soviet tilt 
and the toleration of dictatorships 
and gross human rights violations 
within its membership. 

Cyprus Foreign Minister 
George Iacovou delivered the in- 
augural address at the open ses- 
sion as the president of a 
special committee set up in 1988 
to study the future of the move- 
ment. 

He said that NAM should 
strive to "use the United Nations 
to tom its voice into action, so that 
when we speak of our effective- 
ness we speak of the strength of 
the international organisation.” 

He added that as the non- 


aligned “demand the democra- 
tisation pf international life, and 
as we expert cooperation to that 
end, so we will be asked for 
cooperation for the democratisa- 
tion of our national lives.” 

Indonesian Foreign Minister 
Ali Al Atas, whose country will 
take over the presidency of the 
movement in September, also 
stressed the same theme. 

“In seeking the democratisa- 
tion of the United Nations we 
must implement democratisation 
among ourselves, ensuring the 
promotion of the principles of the 
human rights of individuals,” he 
said. 

Mr. Atas added that one of 
tbe issues to be discussed during 
the closed session should be the 
closer association of NAM with 
the Group of 77, which aims to 
promote economic cooperation 
among Third World countries. 

“This should be done to ensure 
there is no duplication of efforts 
in the common goals of the two 
groups,” Mr. Atas said. 

Other speakers at the closed 
sessions expressed varying views 
in light of the new international 
situation, which changed from a 
U.S.-Soviet, or East-West, con- 
frontation to an economic conflict 
between North and the South. 

But speakers said the new 
situation should not be treated as 
one of confrontation, and ratber 
one of opening up new coopera- 
tion for mutual advantage. 

Conference sources said Ira- 
nian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 


Velayati proposed the establish- 
ment of a new small committee to 
study the future of the movement 
in light of the new international 
situation. 


But the sources added this 
proposal was unlikely to be 
adopted since the committee 

(Continued on page 5) 


Abu Jaber: Movement 
has greater role in 
post-cold war era 

AMMAN (Petra) — Foreign Minister Kamel Abu Jaber Monday 
stressed the importance of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) 
after the end of the cold war era and said the movement's role will 
be of greater importance in political and economic fields. 

In Jordan's address to the NAM ministerial council meeting 
which opened Monday in Lamaca, Cyprus, Dr. Abu Jaber said 
the movement will have to carry out a greater moral, political and 
economic role, particularly at a time when the Third World 
problems have increased during the past 30 years. 

Dr. Abu Jaber referred to indebtedness plaguing Third World 
countries and proposed the creation of centres to study Third 
World issues and problems. 

"The problems of the Third World, and most of NAM’s 
member states are Third World countries, have increased over the 
past 30 years and did not drop. There is tbe problem of 
indebtedness, economic difficulties, the transfer of technology 
and the establishment of reasonable technology.” he said. 

Dr. Abu Jaber met Monday with Syrian Foreign Minister 
Faqouq Al Share ’a. Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr Mousa and 
head of tbe Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) political 
department Farouq Al Qaddoumi. Dr. Abu Jaber discussed with 
the Arab ministers, who are heading their countries’ delegations 
to tbe conference, issues related to the peace process and regional 
developments. 

Dr. Abu Jaber said he wall meet with the Syrian, Egyptian and 
Palestinian officials later in the day “to discuss issues of interest to 
us, starting with the peace conference and ending with NAM 
meetings.” 


Qaddoumi says ‘highest’ 
French quarters approved 
Hahash’s visit 


LARNACA, Cyprus (Agencies) 
— A top PLO official said Mon- 
day that “the highest quarters" of 
the French government had 
approved the entry of Palestinian 
leader George Habash for medic- 
al treatment in Paris. 

Farouq Qaddoumi, the equiva- 
lent of foreign minister in the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion’s executive committee, said 
the friror in France that resulted 
in Dr. Habash’s sudden return to 
Tunis on Saturday was caused by 
the “Zionist lobby.” 

"It was a pity. This is not the 
first time that a Palestinian leader 
had gone to France for medical 
treatment,” Mr. Qaddoumi said. 

“We received the consent of 
the French government and they 
sent him an ambulance plane. 
They had to contact the highest 
quarters,” said Mr. Qaddoumi, 
who was attending a meeting of 
the Non-Aligned Movement in 
Cyprus. 

Dr. Habash, 65, leads the 
Popular Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine, the second-largest 


faction in the PLO. He was flown 
to France Wednesday night and 
was admitted to the Henry 
Dun ant Red Cross hospital after 
doctors in Tunis said he had 
suffered a stroke. 

The incident touched off the 
Socialist government’s worst 
scandal since French agents sank 
the Greenpeace flagship Rain- 
bow Warrior in 1985. 

Dr. Habasb was placed in 
police custody at die hospital and 
France’s top anti-terrorism inves- 
tigator said he would be ques- 
tioned about an aims cache found 
outride Paris in 1986. 

French authorities allowed Dr. 
Habash to leave because he was 
not named on any national or 
international arrest warrant, de- 
spite the many attacks staged by 
his followers. 

Five senior officials have been 
forced to resign because of the 
decision to allow Dr. Habash into 
France'. 

The latest victim of the Habash 

(Continued on page 5) 


FIS preaches ‘patience’ 

Algerian authorities 
crackdown on radicals 


ALGIERS. Algeria (AP) — 
Algeria continued a nationwide 
crackdown on Muslim fun- 
damentalists Monday, arresting 
and sentencing religious leaders, 
school teachers and supporters of 
the Islamic Salvation Front. 

About 200 police cordoned off 
the street in central Algiers for 
several hours where the fun- 
damentalist party used to have its 
headquarters. 

Officers stopped traffic from 
entering and forced pedestrians 
onto ride streets. 

Algerian state radio reported 
the police, armed with machine 
guns and truncheons, had been 
ordered to seize the former head- 
quarters of the Salvation Front, 
which moved to a different loca- 
tion following the June 30 arrest 
of party leader A bass Madam. 

The moves illustrated the de- 
termination of Algeria’s new 
military rulers to stamp out sup-, 
port for the Salvation Front, 
which was close to winning con- 
trol of parliament and imposing 


Muslim law in the North African 
state. 

Mohammad Boudiaf, the 
nominal head of the five-man 
high slate committee ruling 
Algeria, was to speak to the 
nation Monday night on televi- 
rion, Algeria's state news agency, 
APS, reported. 

In extracts released from tbe 
taped interview, Mr. Boudiaf said 
the democratic process eventually 
would be continued, but did not 
announce a new date for par- 
liamentary elections. 

Elections were cancelled in 
January between the first and 
second rounds, when it was dear 
that the fundamentalists would 
win an overwhelming majority. 

The government denied Mon- 
day that anyone had died in 
violence surrounding last Friday's 
prayers in the capital. 

The Salvation Front earlier 
said that four had died in the 
capital and five had died else- 

(Con tinned on page 5) 



Ashrawi: Bilaterals 
resume Feb. 17 or 24 


Nayef Hawatmeh at a press con- 
ference Monday 

Hawatmeh: 
Madrid 
formula 
should be 
‘corrected’ 

By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A prominent 
Palestinian leader Monday called 
for a “correction of the Madrid 
formula for Palestinian repre- 
sentation’’ at the Arab-Israeli bi- 
lateral peace talks, saying Palesti- 
nians should not continue partici- 
pating in those negotiations un- 
less a wider representation was 
accepted. 

According to the “Madrid for- 
mula,” delegates from the West 
Bank and Gaza would represent 
the Palestinian side in peace talks 
but not representatives from the 
diaspora or occupied Jerusalem. 

“The right to include Palesti- 
nians from Jerusalem and the 
diaspora in the delegation to the. 
talks is essential to a meaningful' 
continuation of the talks.” Nayef 
Hawatmeh, leader of the Demo- 
cratic Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (DFLP), told a press 
conference prior to ending a 
week-long visit to Jordan. 

“Unless the principle of repre- 
senting the Palestinians as a peo- 
ple is accepted, the talks should 
be suspended,” he said. 

“While (Palestinian) pressure 
for wider representation to the 
Moscow multilateral regional 
talks had borne fruit,” Mr. 
Hawatmeh said, “the rules for 
Palestinian representation to the 
bilaterals must be changed accor- 
dingly. Otherwise, the talks 
should be suspended until the 
issue is solved.” 

The DFLP leader also said it 
was "regrettable" that the first 
phase of the Arab-Israeli multi- 
lateral Arab-Israeli peace talks 
have sharpened the rift between 
the Arab countries, rather than 
helping them improve their ties 
and come up with a common 
position. 

In explaining his call for wider 
Palestinian representation. Mr. 
Hawatmeh said the Palestinians 
were successful in getting the 
co-sponsors of the talks, the U.S. 
and Russia, to agree to Palesti- 
nian representatives from the di- 
aspora and Jerusalem joining the 
West Bank and Gaza delegates in 
the working groups that were set 
up in Moscow to conduct the 
multilateral negotiations. 

Mr. Hawatmeh, whose party 
has thus far boycotted the talks, 
said that the “corrected" Palesti- 
nian representation would lay the 
groundwork for more meaningful 
talks. "But this correction must 
also be applied to the delegation 
to the bilaterals,” he added. 

"We want the negotiations to 
continue,” Mr. Hawatmeh stres- 
sed. “What we want, however, is 
a unified, representative Palesti- 
nian delegation that would in- 
clude delegates from the West 
Bank, Gaza. Jerusalem and the 
diaspora.” 

“To include representatives of 
some three million Palestinians in 
the diaspora is a must if there i$ to 
be a true representation of the 
Palestinians,” Mr. Hawatmeh 
said. “In Madrid and in Moscow 
it was like a half-baked cake — 
we were represented only in 
part." 

He cited the refusal of Dr. 
Haidar Abdul Shafi, the 72-year- 
old Gaza surgeon who headed the 

(Continued on page 5) 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinian peace 
negotiators said on Monday the 
next round of bilateral talks with 
Israel was likely to resume in 
Washington on Feb. 17 or 24. 

“We have been informed that 
they (the talks) will be 
delayed a bit because Secretary 
(of State James) Baker will not be 
in the country on the 10th. Two 
dates have been suggested. We 
still don’t know the final date.... 
either the 17th or the 24th.” said 
Palestinian spokeswoman Hanan 
Ashrawi. 

An Israeli official said the dates 
were “not off mark.” 

Arab and Israeli negotiators 
had been considering resuming 
the talks on Feb. 10. A U.S. 
official said Mr. Baker would be 
abroad until the last week of 
February and it was up to Israelis 
and Arabs to set the date. 

The Palestinians said their abs- 
ence from multilateral Middle 
East talks in Moscow last week 
would not affect their position in 
bilateral peace negotiations. 

“The bilaterals are the arena in 
which we are going to engage 
seriously with Israel on beginning 
effectively the transitional phase 
preparatory to ending the 
occupation and withdrawal,” Dr. 
Ashrawi said at an East Jeru- 
salem news conference. 

Eleven Arab states, including 
Jordan. Egypt and the six mem- 
bers of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council, attended the Moscow 
talks, which were boycotted by 
Syria and Lebanon. 

The Palestinians, fearing nor- 


malisation of relations between 
Israel and Arab states before 
Israel agrees to withdraw from 
the occupied lands, demanded on 
Monday that any progress in 
multilateral talks be linked to the 
bilateral negotiations. 

"The core of the whole conflict 
is Israeli occupation of Arab land 
and before we move to coopera- 
tion. occupation and state of war 
must end." said Palestinian dele- 
gate Gha&san Al Khatib. 

The Palestinians told the news 
conference they intend to take 
pan in further multilateral ses- 
sions on the issues of water, the 
environment, economics, refugee 
resettlement and arms control. 

But they gave no clue on how 
the question of representation 
would be settled. 

Dr. Ashrawi said only that "we 
are going to participate fully and 
equally and on the basis of parity 
and mutuality and respect for ail 
parties involved." 

Faisal Husseini. who headed 
the Palestinian delegation to 
Moscow, said he did not believe 
the make-up of the delegation to 
the multilateral talks had to be 
the same as that for the bilaterals. 

He added: “We believe that we 
now have a commitment from the 
co-sponsors... that a new atmos- 
phere should be created so the 
Palestinians can attend.” 

Several Palestinians said the 
delegation was seeking consensus 
among Arab countries that there 
would be no normalisation of 
relations with Israel until there 
was progress in the bilateral talks. 


Shamir to Washington: 
Don’t tell us what to do 


TEL AVIV (R) — Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir warned the 
United States on Monday against 
trying to dictate policy on Jewish 
settlement in the occupied Arab 
land in exchange for $10 billion in 
loan guarantees. 

“We are very interested in re- 
ceiving the guarantees but we will 
not accept any kind of dictate 
with respect to government poli- 
cy," Mr. Shamir told parliament's 
security committee. 

The 76-year-old hardliner later 
told reporters: "My assessment is 
the United States will not de- 
mand of the Israeli government 
things which the government can- 
not accept.” 

Mr. Shamir insisted U.S. aid 
for financing immigration from 
the former Soviet Union would 
not be spent in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, home to 1.75 
million Palestinians in revolt 
against Israeli occupation. 

Washington fears the guaran- 
tees, enabling Israel to borrow 
money abroad at preferential 
rates, might free other money for 
Jewish settlement it views as an 
obstacle to peace efforts. 

The U.S. Congress is due to 
consider Israel’s request for the 
guarantees. delayed since the be- 
ginning of last October, during 
the first quarter of this year. 

About 100,000 Jews live on the 


Arab land, occupied in the 1967 
Middle East war. The United 
States, Palestinians and the Arab 
states expert the land to be 
negotiated in peace talks laun- 
ched in Madrid. Arab-Israeli 
talks are expected to resume, 
probably in Washington, later 
this month. 

The Shamir government, which 
refuses to cede an inch of cap- 
tured territory, spent at least $1.1 
billion on settlements in 1991, 
according to an Israeli monitoring 
group. 

Mr. Shamir, careful to avoid 
further straining ties with Israel's 
guardian ally, noted the U.S. 
recession but said: “I have the 
feeling the United States intends 
to give us the guarantees since it 
has always given large-scale aid to 
Israel.” 

Israel is the largest recipient of 
U.S. foreign aid. 

He declined to answer repor- 
ters’ questions about a U.S. com- 
promise plan to freeze building in 
the occupied areas after comple- 
tion of 9.000 housing units 
already underway. 

Housing Minister Ariel Sharon 
s-.iid last week he had started 
building 13.500 homss in 1991 
and that several thousand 
others, started in 1990, were yet 
to be completed. 


Rabin: Israel must 
deal with Palestinians 
as independent partners 


CAIRO (AP) — A former Israeli 
prime minister said Monday that 
the Arab World cannot speak for 
the Palestinians and urged Israel 
to deal with them as independent 
partners in Middle East peace 
talks, 

Yitzhak Rabin, also former de- 
fence minister, was quoted by the 
leading newspaper Al Ahram 
newspaper as saying that increas- 
ing settlements in the occupied 
Arab territories was detrimental 
to Israeli interests. 

"The Jordanian-Palestinian de- 
legation must be divided into two 
delegations," said Mr. Rabin who 
is the number two man in the 
Labour Party. 

Mr. Rabin is vying with Shi- 
mon Peres, Labour’s present 
leader, for the party’s top post 
later this month. 

‘‘The Jordanian delegation 
must be independent and so must 


thr Palestinian delegation be- 
cause we hove to accept the real- 
ity that the Arab World cannot 
speak for the Palestinians and we 
have to deal with them as an 
independent partner,” Mr. Rabin 
said. 

The issue of independent 
Jordanian and Palestinian teams 
held up the start of direct talks 
with Israel in Washington for 
several weeks. The stalemate was 
finally resolved Iasi month with 
the joint delegation meeting for 
an opening session with Israel 
and then splitting up into sepa- 
rate groups. 

Mr. Rabin often has voiced his 
criticism of Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir’s policies at 
home. Monday's Al Ahram inter- 
view was one of the few times he 
has aired his views to the press in 
Egypt, the only Arab country 
linked to Israel with a peace 
treaty. 
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Abu Nidal may have been working for 
Mossad, book by Patrick Seale says 


NEW YORK (R) — A new book 
claims that Sabri Al Banna, 
better known as Aba Nidal, the sha- 
dowy Middle Eastern terrorist 
who is thought to have killed and 
hijacked for some Arab regimes 
may have secretly worked for 
Israel as well. 

“Abu Nidal: A gun for hire," 
by British Journalist Patrick Sea- 
le, points to numerous circum- 
stantial links between Abu Nidal 
and the Mossad, the Israeli secret 
service. 

The book claims that despite 
Abu Nidal’s documented attacks 
on Israelii targets, including a gre- 
nade attack on an El AJ airlines 
counter and the killings of several 
European Jews, he may have 
been covertly working for the 
Mossad against the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO). 

“In theory, Israel and Abu 
Nidal are bitter enemies: in prac- 
tice, their anti-PLO objectives 
and operations are so similar as to 
suggest an operational rela- 
tionship.'' Mr. Seale writes. 

. Mr. Seaie says that both Arabs 
and Israelis have benefited poli- 
tically from Abu Nidal's terrorist 
acts, including the murder of 


several PLO moderates, a gre- 
nade attack on a cafe in Rome 
injuring 40 people, and the mur- 
der of Michael Nimri, a journalist 
who supported the PLO's Yaser 
Arafat. 

’Abu Nidal gunmen also 
claimed responsibility for the hi- 
jacking of an Egyptian airliner 
flying from Athens to Cairo in 
which six passengers were killed 
and 60 died in the ensuing fire. 

The book, which Random 
House issued on Monday, offers 
several circumstantial reasons for 
the link: 

— While nearly every Palesti- 
nian leader and organisation 
since 1987 has participated in the 
intifada, the West Bank uprising 
against Israel, Abu Nidal has 
been conspicuously absent. 

— Abu Nidal has systematical- 
ly murdered several leading PLO 
moderates, whom the Israelis 
most fear. 

— Despite numerous anti- 
Israeli attacks, Israel has never 
retaliated against Abu Nidal, his 
bases or his organisation. 

— Mr. Seale’s sources connect 
two high-ranking members of 
Abu Nidal's organisation, Ghas- 


san Al-Ali and Mustafa Awad, to 
the Mossad. 

Mr. Seale says that Abu Nidal 
may have worked for the Israelis 
to eliminate the PLO so he could 
dominate the Middle Eastern ter- 
rorist scene. 

“Abu Nidal was less a product 
of intra-Palestinian disputes than 
of Israel's long-running war 
against the Palestinians,'' the 
book maintains. “Whatever jobs 
he might have done for Arab 
sponsors, and they had been 
numerous and nasty, he had done 
many other jobs from which 
Israel alone appeared to benefit.” 

Mr. Seale, author of several 
books on the Middle East and a 
30-year veteran of reporting from 
that region for the London 
Observer, describes Abu Nidal as 
a terrorist who worked for any 
Arab leader who paid him. 

He says that Iraq, Syria and 
Libya have protected Abu Nidal 
while he earned out a world-wide 
arms dealing and shakedown op- 
eration that netted him more than 
$400 million and control over 
more than 2.000 terrorists. 

Abu Nidal ran an international 
protection racket, blackmailing 


Libya is scapegoat in Pan Am blast — Qadhafi 


WASHINGTON (R) — Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi be- 
lieves a compromise can be 
reached to head off sanctions 
against his country over the 1988 
destruction of a Pan Am airliner 
over Lockerbie, according to an 
interview published on Monday. 

Col. Qadhafi also said in the 
Washington Post interview that 
he wanted the United States to 
reopen its embassy in Tripoli 
because indirect contacts had 
been fruitless. 

The United States and Britain 
have demanded that Tripoli sur- 
render Libyans said to have play- 
ed a role in the mid-air bombing 
of the Pan Am plane over Lock- 
erbie in southern Scotland. 

France wants Libyan coopera- 
tion in investigating a similar 
bombing in 1989. The two blasts 
killed 441 people. 

Asserting that Libya was a 
scapegoat in the affair. Col. 


Qadhafi told the Washington 
Post: “I don’t think the problem 
is difficult. We must reach a 
compromise." 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak said in remarks pub- 
lished on Saturday that Egyptian 
intervention saved Libya from a 
Western military strike over 
charges of Libyan backing for 
international terrorism. 

“Egypt has tried and is still 
trying to contain the Libyan cri- 
sis. Egyptian intervention has in- 
deed saved Libya from a military 
strike that had already been de- 
cided,” Cairo’s Al Gomhouria 
newspaper quoted him as saying. 

Col. Qadhafi said he had no 
particular proposal to make over 
a compromise. 

“What I say is ... anything they 
accuse us of, we will investigate. 
Eventually, it will be discovered 
that Libya is an innocent victim," 
be said. 


“Our reputation has been 
tainted because of what has been 
said about us. We would like to 
dear our reputation. 

“Libya will not have mercy on 
terrorists on the one hand, but on 
the other band we are sure of the 
innocence of these accused peo- 
ple." 

He said he did not know who 
was behind the bombings. 

Col. Qadhafi said Libya was a 
victim of terrorism because it had 
to live in fear of attack from U.S. 
forces, which bombed his home 
in 1986 killing an infant daughter. 

The Libyan leader said: “hos- 
tile quarters" were trying to 
sabotage attempts to improve Li- 
byan ties with die United States. 

He said these induded the Jew- 
ish lobby, fundamentalist Mus- 
lims who had fled Libya and 
Europeans who feared better 
Libya-U.S. ties would hurt them 
economically. 



EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Somalia interim president expels rival warlord 

MOGADISHU (R) — Somalia's self-proclaimed 
interim president Ali Mahdi Mohammad has 
expelled rival warlord Mohammad Farah Aideed 
.from the chairmanship of the United Somali 
Congress (USC) party, officials said. Ali Mahdi 
accused Aideed of starting three months of street 
fighting in the capital in which an estimated 20.000 
people have been killed or wounded since Novem- 
ber. After a meeting in Ali Mahdi's northern 
stronghold of the divided capital, officials said late 
on Sunday Gen. Aideed had been expelled be- 
cause of his role in causing unnecessary deaths, 
injuries and hardships to civilians." The expulsion 
was likely to have little effect. Gen. Aideed and 
Ali Mahdi have not met since November. Gen. 
Aideed was installed as USC chairman after peace 
talks in Djibouti last July aimed at ending factional 
rivalries. He broke away four months later to stake 
his claim on state leadership. Ali Mahdi and Gen. 
Aideed come from different sub-clans of the 
Hawiye who united to fight and depose dictator 
Mohammad Siad Barre in January last year. 

i 

j Kuwait contributes to Islamic reconstruction fund 

| KUWAIT lR) — Kuwait's Islamic Affairs Minis- 

j try has contributed $20 million to a SSOO-million 
fund to help finance the country’s rebuilding 
programme, newspapers said on Monday. Minis- 
try officials signed the agreement on Monday with 
Saudi Arabia's Al Baraka group, one of the main 
banks involved in setting up the Islamic fund, the 
papers said. Saudi bankers said last October it 
would start extending finance to Kuwait in the 
next two to three years. Credit will only be 
extended to Kuwaiti companies. Western and 
other Arab banks are also invited to join the. 
fund, although it would be run along Islamic 
principles, which ban interest. Islamic banks oper- 
ate on a system of profit and loss sharing. Al 
Baraka Investment and Development Company 

| has put up an initial $30 million and the Jeddah- 


based Islamic Development Bank another 60 
million. 

Arab League maintains sports boycott on Iraq 

RABAT, Morocco (AP) — The Arab League 
decided Sunday to maintain a ban on allowing Iraq 
to participate in international sporting events held 
by the 22-member organisation. Ministers of youth 
and sport meeting in the Moroccan capital rejected 
Iraq’s demand to be readmitted to the league’s 
athletic events, from which it was banned during 
the Gulf crisis. Participants did not disclose a vote, 
but said that the Gulf states were unmoved by 
Iraqi accusations that sanctions against its athletes 
were unjust. Iraq has been largely isolated within 
the league since Presidert Saddam Hussein's 
troops invaded another member state, Kuwait, in 
1990. 


WARSAW, Poland (AP) — A Danish freighter 
has taken a shipment of Czechoslovak-made tanks 
and ammunition earmarked for Syria from the 
Polish port of Szczecin, the PAP news agency 
reported Sunday. The shipment, including 12 T-72 
tanks made under Soviet license and several dozen 
tonnes of ammunition and spare parts, was taken 
aboard the Danish vessel “Nadia J" which left 
Szczecin Saturday night. It was the second ship- 
ment of Czechoslovak-made arms for Syria expe- 
dited through Szczecin this year under an arms 
deal which provides for the delivery of about 150 
tanks and unspecified amount of ammunition to 
Damascus. The first shipment left in mid-January 
aboard a German freighter, but it never reached 
Syria. The vessel was stopped in the Mediterra- 
nean by a German warship and was being escorted 
to the German port of Kiel, PAP said. Despite 
pressure from the United States to stop arms sales 
to Syria, considered a supporter of international 
terrorism, Czechoslovakia has continued ship-' 
ments of arms to Damascus, arguing that the 
exports are an important source of hard currency. 



Abu Nidal in 1976 

countries into paying millions of 
dollars for the security of their 
diplomats, embassies and allies. 

“His motives appeared to be 
either self-serving or mercenary, 
and to he reckless as to guarantee 
a hostile backlash/’ Mr. Seale 
said. “Abu Nidal had come a long 
way from his early commitment 
to the Palestinian cause. He bad 
become a gun for hire, a nihilist.’’ 


Turkey sets 
up Black 
Sea pact 
with cold 
war foes 

ISTANBUL (R) — Foreign 
ministers from nine countries met 
in Istanbul on Monday to initial a 
plan for a Black Sea Economic 
Cooperation Pact inspired by 
Turkey’s drive to help former 
Communist states towards the 
free market. 

President Turgut Ozal, who 
first proposed the regional group 
in 1989, was due to open the 
meeting of foreign ministers or 
their deputies from Bulgaria, 
Romania, the Russian federa- 
tion, Ukraine, Moldova, Geor- 
gia. Azerbaijan and Armenia. 

Turkey says the project is de- 
signed to help its old cold war 
foes in the£r transition to.derno- 
jcracy and free market economics. 

I The idea, conceived before the 
Soviet Union fell apart, has been 
promptly taken up by its newly 
independent republics keen to 
boost trade and do business with 
their neighbours. 

“The next foresees cooperation 
based mainly on the dynamics of the 
private sector," a foreign ministry 
statement said. 

“A better commercial, financial 
and legal environment will be created 
to improve and boost the economy of 
the region and will help the integra- 
tion of this region into the European 
and world economy." it added. 

Transport minister Yasar Topcu 
told Anatolian news agency that Tur- 
key planned to develop its Black Sea 
port of Hopa. near the Georgian 
border, as a focal point for regional 
trade. 

He said a series of new investments 
and services were planned for the 
Black Sea region, including a new 
airport between the Turkish coastal 
towns of Samsun and Carsamba. 

"We are planning to use ferry boats 
to carry railcars between Constanta 
fin Romania) and Samsun," he 
added. 

Georgian Deputy Foreign Minister 
Tedo Caparidze said on arrival here 
on Sunday that the group could even 
build what be called “a security based 
on mutual confidence." 

Cumhuriyet newspaper said minis- 
ters were expected to discuss the idea 
of a Black Sea investment and indust- 
rial development bank, already prop- 
osed at preparatory talks in Moscow 
in July. 

Officials from Turkey’s state- 
owned Eximbank said Ankara would 

have to provide credits to its partners 
to make the pact work. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Political maverick Ezer Weiz- 
man, who helped make Israel’s 
peace with Egypt and became an 
outspoken advocate of talks with 
the PLO. said on Monday he was 
retiring. 

“Pve come to the conclusion 
that I’ve reached a point in my 
political life where I’ve contri- 
buted what I can," the 67-year- ! 
old former fighter pilot and de- 
fence minister told Reuters. 

Israeli newspqiers said Weiz- 
man, who left the rightwing , 
Likud in mid-career and is now a i 
member of parliament for the I 
more dovish Labour Party, would 
tell the Knesset on Monday that 
he would not stand in Israel’s 
June 23 national election. 

Israel's biggbest daily, Yedioth 
Ahronoth, quoting Weizman’ s 
friends, said he had not ruled out 
the possibility of becoming | 
Israel’s next president, a largely j 
ceremonial post. His unde Chaim I 
Weizmann was the first head of | 
state. 

Born in Tel Aviv*into one of 
the most illustrious Jewish, fami- 
lies in Palestine, Ezer Weizman 
joined the British air force in 
1942 and helped found the air 
wing of The Hagan ah, the under- 
ground army which fought for a 
Jewish state. 

He commanded Israel’s air 
force from 1958 to 1966 but was 
regarded as a political lightweight 
until he engineered Likud's 1977 1 
election victory, which ended 29 
years of Labour rule. 

He became defence minister | 
under Menachem Begin and de- 
veloped a warm friendship with 
Egyptian President Anwar Sadat 
during negotiation of the historic 

1979 Israeli-Egyptian peace trea- 
ty. 

He resigned from Likud in May 

1980 in frustration with Begsn’s 
reluctance to build on the accord. ! 

After four years in the political 
wilderness he came back in 1984 
at the head of the small Yah ad 
(together) Party. In 1986 his par- i 
ty merged with Labour. 

Weizman was science minister 
in a left-right unity government in ; 
1989 when he-feU out with Likud 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir -1 
for his alleged contacts with the ' 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion. 

Israeli media said Weizman 
bad met Nabil Ramlawi, bead of 
the PLO Geneva office. PLO 
contacts are illegal for Israelis. 


CAIRO, Egypt (AP) — A freak 
sandstorm struck buffeted Egypt 
Monday, enveloping the country 
in a dim yellow cocoon, paralys- 
ing the Suez Canal and dosing 
Alexandria harbour and all desert 
highways leading to Cairo. 

A statement by die govern- 
ment's meteorological depart- 
ment said that the worst affected 
were Mediterranean coastal 
cities, where wind speed readied 
90 kilometres an hour and visibil- 
ity dropped to 20 metres. 

Cairo’s normally overcrowded 
streets were emptier than usual. 
Wind velocity in the capital was 
60 kilometres an hour and visibil- 
ity was down to 30 metres. Gar- 
bage, waste paper and even bran- 
ches tom off trees by the gale 
flew through Cairo streets. Some 
poor people were seen trying to 
grab the branches for use as 
firewood. 

Cairo international airport re- 
mained open to traffic with de- 
partures unaffected, but 10 in- 


coming planes were diverted to 
the southern cities of Luxor and 
Aswan. In Aswan, the speed of 
the winds was about 35 
kilometres an hour but visibility 
was 1.5 kilometres, the meteoro- 
logical department said. 

Ship convoys in the Suez Can- 
al, which links the Mediterranean 
and the Red Sea, were halted, a 
canal authority spokesman at 
Suez said. 

In the Mediterranean port of 
Alexandria, the harbour was 
closed after the wind velocity 
readied 45 kilometres an hour 
and waves were more than three 
metres high. 

Also along the Mediterranean, 
three police sentry boxes at 
Saloum, on the Egyptian-Iibyan 
border 680 kilometres northwest 
of Cairo, were blown away by the 
gaiess but no human casualties 
were reported. 

Five desert highways linking 
Cairo to the rest of the country 
were dosed starting around 10 
a.m. (0800 GMT) Monday when 
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the storm began. 

Along the Cairo-Fayoum high- 
way, a large fire at a power 
station in the 6th of October 
industrial centre raged out of 
control as the flames were spread 
by the strong winds. 

The meteorological depart- 
ment statement read to the AP on 
the telephone said that the storm 
was caused by a deep atmospher- 
ic depression over the Mediterra- 
nean which crossed into the west- 
ern desert. This sent high-speed, 
sand-laden winds blanketing the 
country. 

The storm is expected to last 
until Tuesday, when it will be 
followed by rain and low temper- 
atures. 

Egypt is usually struck by- 
annual sandstorms called Khama- 
seen every spring. Monday’s 
storm was unseasonal, but a 
meteorological expert recalled 
that the country had been hit by a 
less severe storm at ihe same time 
in 1990. 


Bandits, political turmoil 
hamper relief in Ethiopia 


DIRE DAWA. Ethiopia (R) — 
Widespread banditry, political 
turmoil, and ethnic clashes are 
threatening relief operations for 
hundreds of thousands of people 
fedng starvation in remote parts 
of southern and eastern Ethiopia. 

Aid workers say roaming gangs 
of ex-soldiers and rival armed 
militias have created a security 
nightmare, causing some relief 
bodies to suspend operations and 
paralysing the work of others. 

“Here it is the rale of the gun . 
If you don’t have a weapon of 
some sort, then you are oid of it," 
one relief worker told Reuters in 
the eastern Ethiopian town of 
Dire Dawa. 

The central government in 
Addis Ababa, dominated by for- 
mer northern rebels who over- 
threw Marxist dictator Mengistu 
Haile Mariam last May. have 
despatched fighters to the area to 
try and restore some order. 

But aid workers say it is too 
little too late, and is simply 
adding to the mayhem. The area is 
| overflowing with refugees /£>in 
■months of vicious fighting in* 
.Somalia, people displaced - by . 
'famine and thought, and demob- 
bed soldieis returning to empty 
villages. 

“The fighters are not on their 
home turf, there are not enough 
of them, they are northerners and 
are resented by other ethnic 


groups." said a foreign aid work- 
er. 

Small groups of around 50 
fighters from the Ethiopian Peo- 
ple's Revolutionary Democratic 
Front (EPRDF) operate road- 
blocks and patrol the main towns, 
but that is limit of their authority. 

In some remote areas, small 
EPRDF units — surrounded by 
fighters from other militia groups 
— hare to be supplied by military 
helicopter. 

To increase their influence, 
they have made deals with smal- 
ler armed militias, igniting fu- 
rious exchanges between diffe- 
rent factions of the same ethnic 
group. 

“The situation is chaotic. AH 
the EPRDF can do is act as 
mediator. They talk, things 
quieten down for a day or two 
and then suddenly al) hell breaks 
lose again,” said another aid 
worker. 

Critics accuse the transitional 
government in Addis Ababa of 
foiling to keep a promise issued 
when it took office to reestablish 
soairity throughout the entire 
country. 

„ But diplomats ray it is caught 
between a genuine commitment 
to local autonomy and democracy 
and imposing its will through 
arms on the rest of the country. 

“It is highly political. The 
EPRDF has the military capabil- 
ity to sort this out, but if they did 


they would be accused of trying 
to dominate the rest of the coun- 
try and their action could spark 
even more fighting." said a poli- 
tical analyst in the capital. 

The government is hoping that 
regional elections sometime in 
the next few months will usher in 
a new stability. 

“A nation that has been at war 
for 30 years cannot just transform 
itself overnight into a peaceful 
country." Foreign Minister 
Seyoum Mesfin told Reuters in a 
recent interview. 

“One of the consequences of 
the Mengistu regime is what be 
left behind in the sub-regions — 
100.000 rifles were distributed to 
the people." 

Mr. Seyoum argued a federal- 
type system of government would 
encourage people to lake respon- 
sibility for their own affairs and 
ultimately lead to an improve- 
ment in the security situation. 

But critics say the situation is 
likely to become worse with 
marauding gangs of impoverished 
former Mengistu soldiers turned 
bandits simply masquerading be- 
hind a political facade. 

joke. There's no way 
that anything remotely assemb- 
ling a democratic election could 
be held in these areas anyway," 
sgid an Ethiopian employee of 
-one major Western aid organisa- 
tion. 


Post-war Iraq grapples with crime wave 


By Bernd Debusmann 

Reuter 

BASRA, Iraq — By the time 
the bus pulled into Basra, its 
passengers, stripped to their 
underpants, were chilled to the 
bone and seething with anger. 

The terminal, packed with 
pre-dawn travellers, shook 
with hoots of raucous laughter. 
Police were not so amused. 

The passengers, robbed of 
everything they carried and 
almost everything they wore, 
were victims of the crime wave 
that has struck post-war Iraq. 

As Basra residents tell the 
story, the bus was flagged 
down by a man waving a red 
lantern on the six-lane super- 
highway from Baghdad. 

Men with automatic 
weapons surrounded it and 
ordered the eight women on 
the bus to stand aside and look 
away. 

They made the men, one by 
one, hand over their money, 
valuables and every piece of 
clothing, down to shoes and 
socks, except for the under- 
pants. The highwaymen 
vanished into the night, the bus 


resumed its journey. 

“Highway robbery is part of 
the crime problem we are fac- 
ing," said a senior official in 
Baghdad. “Where there is eco- 
nomic misery, there is an in- 
crease in crime." 

U.N.-imposed trade sanc- 
tions on Iraq and the after- 
effects of the Gulf war have 
driven the average Iraqi 
citizen's income to a level com- 
parable to rural India or sub- 
saharan Africa, according to a 
recent study by researchers 
from the London School of 
Economics. 

They found that “in terms of 
purchasing power, over food, 
private incomes have dropped 
... to somewhere between five 
and seven per cent" of levels 
before Iraq's August 1990 in- 
vasion of Kuwait. 

Iraqi authorities have coun- 
tered a sharp increase in crime 
by stiffening penalties: since 
mid-January, robbery and 
theft, including car theft, are 
punishable by death. Justice 
Minister Sbaben Al Maliki raid 
the measure had been taken 
“in response to demands by 
Iraqi public opinion" because 


rampant crime had shaken the 
people’s confidence in the au- 
thorities’ ability to ensure 
security in the country. 

A gang of car thieves cap- 
tured a few days after the 
Revolutionary Command 
Council ruling now face execu- 
tion. 

According to the weekly 
news magazine Alef Ba, the 
crime rate has dropped since 
the introduction of draconian 
punishment It gave no figures 
and some Iraqis doubt that the 
threat of death has had much 
effect. 

The highway where the bus 
was held up is a case in point 
Travellers say it has become so 
dangerous that few now dare 
travel at night — despite army 
checkpoints at every junction 
between Basra and the city of 
Nasiriyah. 

Some of the checkpoints re- 
semble small military camps, 
complete with tanks, armoured 
personnel carriers and sand- 
bagged machinegun positions. 

Officials blame much of the 
rampant crime in southern Iraq 
on the legacy of an abortive 
uprising by Shiite Muslim 


against the rule of Saddam 
Hussein. His forces crushed 
the revolt in a campaign of 
ruthless efficiency, using tanks, 
helicopter gunships and artil- 
lery against the rebels. 

Hundreds of survivors, 
along with army deserters, re- 
sidents say, fled to the track- 
less southern marshes that 
sprawl between the rivers Tigris 
and Euphrates and in places 
extend to the border with Iran. 

It is an area of reed-covered 
islets where bandits and ex- 
rebels live in hiding, making 
occasional forays for food and 
money. There are persistent 
rumours of isolated skirmishes 
between fugitive rebels and 
troops. 

Surprisingly in a country 
brimming with weapons that 
were abandoned or sold after 
the war. murder seems to rank 
iow on the list of post-war 
crime. 

TTie official press rarely re- 
ports murders and even the 
hraqi rumour mill, an incessant 

E^-° f ? ften 0u tondish 

information, has little to say 
about criminal murders. 
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•Td. 810740 . . 
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Evangdfcal Lutheran Chare* Tek 

811295. 

The Chords of Jcsas Christ of Latter- 
Day Sainti Tel. 823824. 654932. 
ChBKh of the Nasasw Td. 675691. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will bo COM. doudy and rainy and 
snow b expected (o fall on areas of an 
elevation of 800 maxes and above. 


Winds win be southwesterly fresh, with 
stro ng bl ows at times. In Aqaba, h wiD 
b e dost y and doudy and scattered 
showers of rain are expected, wu 
will be southerly fresh and seas calm. 

MinJMax. temp. 


Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 


Jordan Valley 



Yesterday's high t em p e rat ure s; Am- 
man 6, Aqaba 15. Humidity readings: 
Amman 96 per cent. Aqaba 50 per 
Cent. 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Saecd AE 788285 

Dr. Mohammad Abn Zetd 675480 

Dr. Kayed Halayqa 793522 

Dr, Yihya A bdul Rahim 736072 

Firzn pharmacy ■■■■■.661912 

Fcnfows pharmacy 778336 

Al Areata pharmacy 637055 

Nasroukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Satan pharmacy 636730 


Yacoob pharmacy 644945 

Shmcnani pharmacy 637660 

OKBID: 

Dr. Amin Abu Ekla (— ) 

AlSharaa' pharmacy (275825) 


ZAKQA: 

Dr. Akrsm Haddad 
Kbaii/cb pharmacy . 


(-) 
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EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre & 

Gvil Defence Department 6< 

Gvfl Defence Immediate 

Rescue 62 

Qvil Defence Emergency ... 

Rescue FoOcc 192.621111.62 

Fire Brigade H 

Blood Bank 72 

Highway Police & 

Traffic PoBce 8! 

Pbb&e Scanty Department £ 

Hotel Complaints d 

Price Complaints 6 f 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 8? 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 71 

Te lep h one Information 

(directory a s si stance) 


Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Tele ph o ne 

Repairs 623101 

Abdab Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Tdevmon 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 
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Home News 



Urban Development Department 
awards contracts for two ' 
projects worth JD 2 million 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Urban 
Development Department 
(UDD) Monday awarded two 
local firms housing and civil 
works projects worth JD 2.026 
million. 

The UDD also coododed an agree- 
ment with the Civil Defence De- 
partment (ODD) to supply equip- 
ment for its centres at Ruseifa 
and Manara. 

Following the signing of the 
two agreements with the local 
firms, UDD Director General 
Yousef Hiyasat said the housing 
project to be earned out at Beit 
Ras in the Irbid Gove mo rale will 
benefit low-income groups. The 
project entaife building separate 
bousing units on 767 plots of land 
pins schools and community cen-. 
tre facilities on land estimated at 
304,000 square metres, Mr. 
Hiyasat noted. 

He said that the tender also 
coven the construction of roads, 
water networks 15,555 metres in 
length, a 11,030-metre long 



Yousef Hiyasat 


sewerage network and other civil 
works including telephone and 
electricity networks as well as 
retaining walls and public gar- 
dens. 

The total cost of the project, 
which is slated to be completed 
by the end of 1993, is JD 1.184 
million, Mr. Hiyasat noted. 


The second project emails the 
construction of schools and social 
centres at Marqab, east of Am- 
man, at die total cost of JD 
842,000. Mr. Hiyasat said die 
project, to be carried out on a 
4,930 square metre area, entails 
building retaining walls, public 
gardens car parks and other facili- 
ties plus two schools, one for girls 
and the other for boys in addition 
to a two-storey community cen- 
tre. He said that the civil works 
will be part of a housing estate 
project to be announced at the 
Marqab site in the coming month. 

The UDD agreement with the 
CDD provides for the former to 
purchase and install equipment 
used in first aid and emergency 
operations at the CDD centres in 
Manara and Ruseifa. Civil De- 
fence Centres are among other 
facilities and civil works provided 
for each housing estate con- 
structed by the UDD in various 
regions. 



A patient prepares to undergo surgery with the Gamma “knife.” The system, if funding is 
available, wffl be introduced in Jordan 


New surgical tool to make brain 
surgery safer, bloodless, official says 


By Maha Addasi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Gamma 
“*111116".' a unique Swedish-made 
“surgical" tool worth S3 million 
and used to treat deep-seated and 
often inaccessible brain tumours 
without the use of a knife, will be 
introduced at the King Hussein 
Medical Centre (HMC) if funds 
are available. Dr. Yousef Qos- 
sous, the director general of the 
Royal Medical Services for the 
Aimed Forces has said. 

Once used at the HMC, the 
hospital will be one of 27 such 
places using the knife around the 
world and will be the only Gam- 
ma knife project in the entire 
Middle East region. On a larger 
scale, the project will be the only 
one m the Asian and African 
continents, making it the regional 
Gamma knife centre for treating 
patients in these continents, 
according to Thomas Puusepp, a 
pbysBst and the vice president of 
Elekta, the Swedish company 
that makes the Gamma knife. 

In an openning speech at the 
Gamma knife seminar that took 
place at the Farrah Cardiac Cen- 
tre of the HMC Tuesday. Dr. 
Qussous said that Sweden chose 
Jordan for the Gamma knife pro- 
ject because Jordan is known for 
its high standards of medical de- 
velopment and training. 

“Jordan is known for its good 
medical reputation in the region. 
The cardiac centre is already one 
of the best in the region to which 

E its from different countries 
for treatment,” Dr. Ous- 
aid. “With help in funding, 
Jordan will become the centre for 
the Gamma knife project too.” 
Dr. Tiit Rahn. a neurosurgeon. 


and the person who lectured on 
the Gamma knife, said that Jor- 
dan was also chosen for the Gam- 
ma knife project because of its 
easy accessibility to people in the 
region. “Visas are more readily 
available to people coming to 
Jordan, making it one of the 
prime countries to instate a Gam- 
ma knife. It is also important to 
mention that the chief of the 
discipline and the head of neuro- 
surgery at the HMC, Dr. Adel 
Shrideeh, has was trained in the 
use of the Gamma knife when he 
visited us in Karolinska Hospital 
in Stockholm, Sweden, for a few 
months,” Dr. Raah said. 

According to an informed 
source who preferred not to be 
named. Dr. Adel Shreideb’s abi- 
lities and training in the use of the 
Gamma knife will mean that Jor- 
dan can already save on the costs 
of training as he will be able to 
train other neurosurgeons in the 
use of the Gamma knife. 

Dr. Qnssous said that the 
Gamma knife is very cost effi- 
cient because using it to treat 
tumours would eliminate need for 
a hospital stay by patients. 

“The breakthrough idea of the 
Gramma knife is its ability to treat 
brain tumours non-invasively so 
that a patient can resume life 
immediately, after treatment,” 
Dr. Qussous said. 

In a single treatment session, 
the Gamma knife focuses 201 
beams of ionizing radiation on 
the target with a mechanical 
accuracy of 0.1 mm. The precise 
focusing of the beams serves to 
eradicate the target while sparing 
surrounding brain tissue from any 
significant dose of radiation, 
according to a statement issued at 
the seminar. 


Dr. Raah said the Gamma 
knife procedure is a bloodless 
procedure. As a non-in vasive 
technique the Gamma tarife in- 
volves no traditional surgical inci- 
sions with no lengthy recupera- 
tion required. The Gamma knife 
procedure is devoid of post- 
operative complications such as 
bleeding and infection. Most im- 
portantly patients do not experi- 
ence discomfort after treatment,” 
Dr. Raah said. 

Mr. Puuseep spoke of the 
many advantages of the Gamma 
knife and mentioned the its unpa- 
ralleled clinical results with the 
advantage over microsurgery of 
ensuring that facial nerves remain 
intact after treatment. 

Mr. Puusepp also mentioned 
that the economic benefits of the 
a tool indude cost effectiveness 
that lies between 30 per cent and 
70 per cent as compared with 
conventional surgery. He added 
that for certain tumours, patients 
should have the Gamma knife 
option in treatment to ensure that 
the patient would have complete 
ability to hear, which in conven- 
tional surgery is not always possi- 
ble. 

Sources at the HMC said that 
the Neurology Centre there is 
completely ready for installing 
the Gamma knife as they have 
the trained staff for its use. But 
the source voiced concern over 
the funds for the Gamma knife 
and said that once purchased it 
would take four months for the 
device to be used for treatments 
at the HMC. 

The seminar was opened under 
the patronage of His Highness 
Prince Raad. 


Jordanian industrial fair to be 
held in Khartoum in April 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordan 
Commercial Centres Corporation 
(JCCC) is organising a Jordanian 
industrial fair in Khartoum in 
April with goods to be sold 
directly to die Sudanese public, 
accenting to an announcement 
here Monday. 

In its announcement, the JCCC 
said that the exhibition, the first 
of its type to be held in the 
Sudanese capital, was designed to 
orient the public of that Arab 
country on Jordan’s national pro- 
ducts. 

"Hie organisation of the fair is 
in implementation of minutes of 
deliberations concluded by 


Jordan and Sudan during last 
month’s visit to Jordan by a 
Sudanese delegation led by 
Minister of State Othman Mah- 
joub, the statement said. 

The Sudanese minister and his 
accompanying delegation held 
extensive talks in Amman with 
government ministers which en- 
ded with the conclusion of an 
agreement paving the way for 
trade exchanges totalling about 
$70 million a year. 

Under the agreement, 144 
types of Jordanian national pro- 
ducts will be available for sale in 
Sudan while Jordan will be 
offered a list of 43 types of 


Sudanese products from which to 
import. The agreement was 
readied upon the conduson of a 
week-long Sudanese exhibition of 
national products, the first ever 
to be organised in the Kingdom. 

According to the JCCC state- 
ment Monday, the fair in Khar- 
toum will open up avenues for 
more trade exchanges between 
the two countries. 

Sudan has such products as 
sesame, ivory, tea, fruits, sugar, 
livestock, . peanuts, pure honey, 
and handicrafts to sell Jordan and 
can import Jordanian medkanes, 
electrical appliances, water pipes, 
clothes and furniture, 


University of Jordan President Fawzi Gharaibeb Monday receives 
a visiting delegation from Harvard University 



Visiting team discusses 
protecting Jordan’s 
architectural heritage 


AMMAN (Petra) — University 
of Jordan President Fawzi Ghar- 
aibeh received Monday a delega- 
tion representing the Agha Khan 
Foundation for Islamic Studies 
Centre at Harvard University and 
the Technological Institute of 
Massachusetts. 

Discussion at the meeting cen- 
tred on enhancing cooperation 
between the university and the 
foundation in the field of -Jslamic 
architectural engineering.' 

The meeting also reviewed the 
activities of the Aghan Khan unit 
at the University of Jordan. The 
unit, which is considered a re- 
gional research centre, aims at 
developing the educational pro- 
cess of architecture in the Islamic 
World and to encourage adv- 
anced studies on Islamic 
architecture. 

Dr. Gharaibeh discussed also 
with the delegation the unit’s 
need for support in terms of 
visiting professors, reference 
books, periodicals, slides and 
computer programmes. 


Dr. Gharaibeh voiced hope 
that this unit will be able to carry 
out its role at the local aqd 
regional levels in preserving Jor- 
dan’s architectural heritage and 
studying its features, taking intb 
consideration the environmental 

features of the design and the 
local construction 1 material. 

The visiting delegation lauded 
the high level attained by the 
Architecture Department at the 
university. The delegation also 
met with Dean of the Engineer- 
ing and Technology Faculty 
Issam Zaablawi, Chairman of the 
Architecture Department Kamel 
Mahadin, the department's 
teaching staff and students pur- 
suing their higher studies at the 
department. 

The meeting discussed ways of 
supporting the Agha Khan Cen- 
tre at the university and plans to 
hold seminars on conserving 
archaeological sites and preserv- 
ing the architectural history of 
Jordan. 


Conference to bolster 
Christian-lslamic ties on issue 
of Jerusalem, official says 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Secretary 
General of the Near East Council 
,of Churches (NECC) Gabriel. 
•Habib ended a three-day visit to 
Jordan Monday by announcing 
that the ground has been paved 
for a joint Christian-lslamic en- 
deavour to bolster the Christian- 
Muslim presence in the city of 
Jerusalem. 

During the visit, Mr. Habib 
had meetings with Information 
Minister Mahmoud Ai Sharif, the 
bead of the Royal Commission on 
Jerusalem Affairs and other offi- 
cials to discuss current Israeli 
plans to Judaise the holy city and 
Zionist practices in Arab lands. 

At a meeting with die head of 
the Royal Commission on Jeru- 
salem Affairs, Mr. Habib said the 
two sides issued a call for a joint 
Islamic-Christian meeting to be 
held as soon as possible to discuss 
the danger looming over Jeru- 
salem in view of Israel's current, 
settlement projects. 

The conference on Jerusalem 
should be unique as it would 
underline the special status of 
Jerusalem for the three 
monotheistic religions and its 


symbol of peace for the whole 
world, said Mr. Habib in a state- 
ment before his departure for 
Cyprus. 

He said that the conference 
would draw up a general 
framework for a joint Christian- 
lslamic move in the Western na- 
tions to win support for the 
Christian-lslamic position over 
Jerusalem and the rights of the 
Palestinian people. 

Furthermore, the conference 
would offer a chance for deepen- 
ing further Islamic-Christian 
cooperation at all fronts, he 
added. 

The Near East Council of 
Churches groups the Greek 
Orthodox and Catholic Chur- 
ches, the Roman Catholic and 
Protestant denominations in the 
Middle East region. The NECC 
strives to deepen Islamic- 
Christian cooperation and pro- 
vides relief and humanitarian ser- 
vices in times of war and natural 
disasters. The council, according 
to Mr. Habib, has been dedicat- 
ing much of its efforts lately 
towards supporting the just cause 
of the Palestinian people. 


Sharif Zeid to reply to 
deputy’s questions 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower 
House of Parliament will meet 
Wednesday under the chair- 
manship of House Speaker Abdul 
Latif Arabiyat and in the pre- 
sence of Cabinet members. 

The meeting will include a rep- 
ly statement by Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker to in- 
quiries by deputy Ahmad Oweidi 
Ah Abbadi on “Technical Assist- 
ance to the Private Sector” Draft 
Law. 

The meeting will also indude 
replies by Health Minister A ref 
Al Ba tain eh to queries by Deputy 
Mansour Seifeddin Murad on the 
formation of an ad hoc committee 


whose task will be implementing 
the interpretation of the Law 
Bureau’s decision on the equiva- 
lence of certificates from abroad. 

The House will also discuss a 
decision by its Legal Committee 
on the 1990 copyrights Draft 
Law. 

The Lower House’s Financial 
Committee met Sunday during 
which it reviewed Ministry of 
Finance related issues, including 
the ministry's uncollected dues, 
financial liabilities due to the 
ministry, embezzlement of public 
funds and inquiries made by the 
Audit Bureau to the ministry. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

EXHIBITIONS 

Exhibition of paintings by Iraqi artist Mahmoud Al Obeidi at 
Alia Art Gallery. 

<r Exhibition by Iraqi artist Sahrta Al Allaq at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 

-ir Exhibition of drawings by the French school's kindergarten 
children al the French Cultural Centre. 

THEATRE 

& Arabic play entitled “Gd g a m esh” at the Royal Cultural ; 
Centre — 8 p.m. 

FILM 

■ft English-subtitled German film entitled “Lebenszeichen” 
(Signs of Life) at the Goethe Institute — 8 p.m. 


Arab states to launch 
fundraising drive to 
help UNRWA, official says 


By Omar Al Omari 

Petra 

AMMAN — Arab states host- 
ing Palestinian refugees are 
launching a campaign to help 
raise funds for the United Na- 
tions Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) to finance opera- 
tions benefiting the refugees in 
the Middle East region. 

The announcement was 
made by the head of Jordan’s 
delegation to a week-long 
meeting held last month in 
Cairo to discuss Palestinian re- 
fugee affairs in the Arab 
World. 

The meeting, held between 
Jan. 26 and Jan. 31. recom- 
mended the creation of a com- 
mittee representing Jordan, 
Egypt, Syria and the Arab 
League's Palestinian Affairs 
Department to tour Arab 
countries and urge them to 
offer more donations to UN- 
RWA so that it can honour its 
commitments in its fields of. 
operations, said Adel Irsheid 
in a statement upon his return 
from Cairo. 

Mr. Irsheid, who is director 
of the Foreign Ministry's 
Palestinian Affairs Depart- 
ment, said that the conference 
also appealed to Arab coun- 
tries to offer assistance to 
Palestinian students who failed 
to pay their university fees in 
view of the deteriorating eco- 
nomic conditions inside the 
occupied Arab territories. He 
said that the Cairo meeting 
suggested that an Arab League 
committee follow up the mat- 
ter and raise contributions 
from oil-rich Arab states to pay 
the fees, estimated at 
£3.645.848. 

The conference passed other 
recommendations related to 
Israel’s ongoing expansionist 


plans in the Holy Gty of Jeru- 
salem, socio-economic condi- 
tions of Arabs under Israeli 
rule, Israel's drive to evict 
Arabs from their homes, 
Israel's settlement programme, 
its stealing of Arab water and 
the Judaisation of Jerusalem, 
Mr. Irsheid added. 

Furthermore, the confer- 
ence attended by Jordan. 
Egypt, Syria. Lebanon and 
Palestine representatives, re- 
commended that Arab states 
support UNRWA's emergency 
fund designed to find employ- 
ment for Palestinian refugees 
and provide assistance to 
needy Palestinian families in 
the occupied lands, Mr. Irsheid 
said. 

He said an appeal went to 
Arab states to honour their* 
commitment to supporting the 
steadfastness of the Palestinian 
people and back their intifada 
against Israel's occupation as 
agreed on at Arab summit 
meetings. 

The conference also recom- 
mended thar Arab countries 
follow-up developments in 
Israel’s plans to evict Palesti- 
nians and settle Jewish immig- 
rants and that the Arab League 
distribute reports about these 
developments to various Arab 
countries and its missions 
abroad, according to Mr. 
Irsheid. 

He said that the conference 
also recommended that Arab 
states maintain strong ties with 
former Soviet Union republics 
and the countries of eastern 
Europe, urging them to help 
ensure the implementation of 
U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions concerning Palestine. 

According to Mr. Irsheid. 
the Cairo conference discussed 
the question of moving UN- 


RWA’s headquarters to its 
field of operations in the Mid- 
dle East to be re-stationed in 
Beirut, where it was formerly 
located before the Lebanese 
civil war. 

The conference reaffirmed la 
previous call on the United 
Nations to lake a decision in 
this respect now that life has 
returned to normal to Beirut 
and aii of Lebanon, Mr. 
Irsheid noted. He said that 
Lebanon will play host to the 
next meeting of Arab countries 
hosting refugees in July. 

Mr. Irsheid said that he sub- 
mitted to the conference a full 
report about the deteriorating 
economic and social conditions 
of Palestinians in the occupied 
Arab lands and the worldwide 
contacts through diplomatic 
channels in Amman in defence 
of Palestinian rights. The re- 
port covered such matters as 
the flow of Palestinian agri- 
cultural products across the 
River Jordan bridges to Jordan 
and other Arab states and ab- 
out Israel’s inhuman practices 
in Arab lands, Mr. Irsheid 
said. 

Among other topics discus- 
sed at the meeting, he said, 
were reports by the Arab 
League Educational. Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation 
(ALESCO) education for the 
Palestinians and arrangements 
for protecting and restoring 
cultural and heritage in Jeru- 
salem and other parts of occu- 
pied territories. 

An Arab League report sub- 
mitted to the meeting, he said, 
covered the uprising of the 
Palestinian people. Jewish set- 
tlement programmes and the 
Madrid and Washington Mid- 
dle East peace negotiations. 


Minister outlines Jordanian efforts to 


protect environment at conference 


NAIROBI (J.T.) — Jordan has 
submitted to a United Nations 
meeting about environment being 
held in Nairobi a general outline 
of its national strategy on com- 
bating pollution and greening the 
country, noting the major pro- 
jects being carried out to improve 
environmental conditions in the 
Kingdom. 

The Jordanian endeavours 
were presented to the meeting of 
the board of the United Nations 
Environment Programme 
(UNEP) by Minister of Municipal 
and Rural Affairs and the En- 
vironment Abdul Razzak 
Tubeishat, who spoke about the 
natural green belt being estab- 
lished in the semi-desert region to 
stem desertification. 

In bis presentation. Dr. 
Tubeishat spoke in-depth about 
Jordan's dose cooperation with 
U.N. experts on the environ- 
ment, which he said paved the 
ground for selecting Jordan as 
one of four regions of the world 
for the implementation of a 
U.N. -sponsored environmental 




Abdul Razzak Tubeishat 

project. 

He said that under the terms of 
the agreement for the program- 
me, large semi-desert areas of 
land will undergo extensive re-, 
clamation work to be developed - 
into pasture lands and enrich the 


country's livestock wealth. 

Jordan’s deep concern over en- 
vironmental issues at the local, 
regional and international levels, 
the minister said, was displayed 
through its signing of a total of 15 
international agreements, includ- 
ing the Montreal Protocol on the 
Protection of the Ozone and the 
Basel Agreement on the Cross 
Border Transit of Dangerous and 
Poisonous Waste. 

The minister also presented to 
the UNEP board meeting a 
general outline of the Jordanian 
national environment strategy, 
which was worked out in coop- 
eration with the International 
Union for the Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN). and called for 
greater concerted efforts at the 
international level to ensure a 
safer earth for humans. 

The UNEP meeting, which 
opened Sunday, will discuss an 
agenda for the international con- 
ference on the environment due 
to be held in Brazil in June. 

Jordan is member of the UNEP 
board, which groups 50 nations. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Princess opens art exhibition 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal Highness Prin- 
cess Alia Al Faisal opened Monday at the Royal 
Cultural Centre an exhibition by Iraqi artist 
Salma Al Allaq. The week-long exhibition dis- 
plays 46 oil paintings depicting patriotism and the 
Palestinian people's struggle against Israeli 
occupation. This is the fourth exhibition by Ms. 
Allaq, who is a graduate of Baghdad University 
and member of the Iraqi Plastic Artist Associa- 
tion. 

Arabiyat receives ambassadors 

AMMAN (Petra) — Lower House of Parliament 
Speaker Abdul Latif Arabiyat received at the 
Parliament Monday Iraqi Ambassador to Jordan 
Nouri Ismail Alwais. Dr. Arabiyat discussed with 
Mr. Alwais ways of enhancing cooperation be- 
tween Jordan and Iraq, particularly in parliamen- 
tary fields. Dr. Arabiyat also received Spanish 
Ambassador in Amman Juan Manuel Cavrera 
and reviewed with him the situation in the Middle 
East, the peace process, bilateral relations be- 
tween the two countries and ways of enhancing 
them. Dr. Arabiyat extended an invitation to a 
Spanish parliamentary delegation to visit Jordan. 

Kabariti receives ambassadors 

AMMAN (Petra) — Labour and acting Foreign 
Minister Abdul Karim Al Kabariti received in his 
office at the Foreign Ministry Monday Swedish 
Ambassador Christian Bausch and Danish 
Ambassador Christian Oldenburg in separate 
meetings. Mr. Kabariti reviewed with the two 
ambassadors the latest developments in the 
Middle East peace process and issues of common 
interest. 

Ensour leaves for Tokyo conference 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Industry and 
Trade Abdullah Ensour left Amman for Tokyo 
Monday to take part in the works of a conference 


on industrial cooperation between Japan and 
countries of the East due to open there Wednes- 
day. Dr. Ensour will present to the three-day 
conference a working paper on investment in 
Jordan. Dr. Ensour will also meet with a number 
of delegations to discuss with them scopes of 
cooperation between Jordan and their countries. 

Tree saplings sold at reduced prices 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Agriculture Depart- 
ment in the Tafileh Govemorate has started' 
distributing fruit tree saplings to farmers in the- 
govemorate at reduced prices. Director of the 
department Tayseer Shabatat said his depart- 
ment was provided with 20,000 olive tree saplings 
from Al Wala Agricultural Station and 10,000 
grape vine saplings from Al Baqoura Station. 
The department, Mr. Shabatat said, distributed 
these saplings through its centres in the govemo- 
rate and will distribute almond and apple tree 
saplings to farmers for reduced prices. He added 
that beneficiaries from the highlands develop- 
ment project will get the saplings for half the 
price. The 621 farmers benefitting from the 
project own 5.485 dunums distributed in the 
various parts of the govemorate. 


AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal decree has been 
issued endorsing the law on waiving responsibil- 
ity as a result of the cancellation of the martial 
law. Under the law, court cases which have not 
been settled shall be referred to the courts 
concerned while cases for which the military 
courts passed verdicts that were not endorsed by 
the military governor will be referred to the 
prime minister for decision. However, Petra 
Bank cases, which have been looked into by the 
military court, but not settled, shall be referred to 
the State Security Court. Final verdicts passed by 
the military courts can be reconsidered in accord- 
ance with the conditions and provisions con- 
tained in chapter nine of the Criminal Courts 
Proceedings Law. 


Decree regulates court cases 




Opinion & Analysis 


JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY, ’FEBRUARY 4, 


1992 



4 


Jordan Times 

An independent Arab political itnljr puMiihcti in Englr.h the Jordan Pro, Fnandjinici. 
EMiWahwl 1175 

VmA' -H * jl’ Jt- j I..: ilT . . . 5— j; i-r* 5 * 

Chairman of the Board of Directors: 

MAHMOUD AL KAYED 

Director General: 

MOHAMMAD AMAD 
Editor-in-chief: 

GEORGE S. HAW ATM EH 

Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Road. P.O. Box 6710, Amman, Jordan. 
Telephones: 667171/6, 670141-4 
Telex: 21497 ALRA1 JO 
Facsimile: 66 1 242 

The Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
Jordan Times advertising department. 


Selective use of U.N. 

THE JUST-condnded Moscow conference on multilateral 
regional talks had its bright side as well as its down side, 
depending on which way yon look at it. One of its major 
shortcomings on which most people agree, however, was the 
absence of the U.N. system as a principal partner. This 
strikes most observers as indeed odd especially in view of the 
fact that so many country members of the international 
organisation were Invited and did participate in its delibera- 
tions. There seems to be a dear contradiction between 
having so many centres of power in the worid involved in the 
multilateral effort and yet the global organisation that 
comprises them all was still deliberately kept out of the 
entire exercise. This perspective comes in stark contrast 
with even the final communique issued by the U.N. Security 
Council summit concluded at the end of January in New 
York. To quote but a few lines from the sunmut’s BmI 
declaration, there is a central paragraph therein that 
stipulates that “all member states (of the U.N.) expect the 
United Nations to play a central role at this crucial stage. 

The members of the council stress the importance of 
strengthening and improving the United Nations to increase 
its effectiveness.’* How, therefore, the effectiveness of the 
international organisation can be promoted and enhanced as 
long as it is kept at arms length from one of the most 
fo rmidab le regional conflicts in the world? Perhaps the 
answer lies in another paragraph in the same final 
communique of the council touching on the Middle East 
situation where it reads that “the members of the council 
support the Middle East peace process, facilitated by the 
Russian Federation and the United States, and “hope” that 
it will be brought to a successful conclusion on the basis of 
council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973)." 

■ The magic word in this context is of course a “hope” 
which deariy implies that the international body seized with 
the preservation of international peace and security only 
“hopes" to implement its relevant resolutions and reverse 
the Israeli aggression and occupation of Arab territories. 
This is of course a for cry from its language on the Kuwait 
conflict where the members regarded the Iraqi invasion and 
occupation of the emirate worthy of stronger lan g uage and 
context. 

Clearly, therefore, keeping the U.N. out of the multilater- 
al peace parleys, like keeping it also from the bilateral peace 
talks, is a dear signal that the Security Council is not yet 
ready to shoulder its legal and moral responsibilities 
towards the Arab- Israeli conflict. And as long as this the 
case, Israel would remain free to insist on and dictate its 
terms on both the bilateral and multilateral peace negotia- 
tions. People who do not see the issue this way are called 
upon to revise or rethink their position. Otherwise, the “big 
five" in the council that has just celebrated the anniversary 
of its achievement in the Gulf crisis bear the primary 
responsibility for any hypocrisy and double standards 
perceived of them. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


WITH EVERY day that goes by wc discover the truth about the 
reasons behind the U.S.-led aggression on Iraq a year ago, that it 
was an aggression designed to prevent the Arabs from building up 
a force that can protect their interests, said Al Ra'i Arabic daily 
Monday. The paper said that the aggressors came to the Middle 
East in defence of their own interests and those of Israel to loot 
Arab wealth, enforce a new colonial era on (he region and ensure 
Western domination. The paper said that the Americans, who 
have carried out the aggression in the name of the international 
legitimacy, do not raise a finger to help the Palestinians regain 
their usurped lands, neither do they openly declare their intention 
of ensuring the implementation of U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions 242 and 338 which can guarantee real peace. The problem of 
the Palestinians is that they are a people without the oil wealth 
which can attract western colonial powers to come to their aid; 
they are Arabs who wanted a peaceful and an Arab solution for 
the Kuwaiti problem and they continue to resist any foreign 
domination on the Arab World, the paper added. The paper said 
that the Americans are leading international community into what 
is called a new world order which, the paper said was a recipe for 
ensuring the starvation, backwardness and death of the Arab 
Nation. 

Al Duslour daily Monday commented on a meeting in Cyprus by 
foreign ministers of non-aligned nations, casting doubt about the 
non-aligned movement’s ability to survive or to have a meaningful 
role worldwide under the present circumstances and in the 
absence of a new framework for its status. The daily said that the 
foreign ministers, who are to review the various international 
developments of the past two years, are faced with the collapse of 
the socialist camp as one of two world camps under the old world 
order and the emergence of the United States as the only 
superpower, imposing its hegemony on the whole world. Under 
the present circumstances, the Non-Aligned Movement has no 
meaning unless basic changes arc introduced into its objectives 
and unless the movement takes practical steps to protea itself and 
the Third World nations which it represents, said the paper. The 
paper said that the Non-Aligned Movement should adopt a stand 
proving its capability to play a positive role in world affaire, 
otherwise it faces the prospect of becoming totally extinct. The 
old concept of non-alignment has become obsolete; and the 
foreign ministers' meeting in Cyprus, said the paper, ought to 
come up with a new formula not only for the movement's survival 
but rather to enable the non-aligned nations to have influence on 
world affairs and prevent the Americans from imposing their evil 
hegemony and a new era of colonialism. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rum* G. ShouH 


New world sale: Car parts, Djibouti and deaf emperors 


Few regions of the world have undergone as much change, turmoil, 
and violence in the last half a century as has the Middle East, and 
fewer yet have experienced all this without solving any of their 
fundamental political, social, and economic problems. If a single 
theme gives common meaning to the many different facets of the 
Middle East since mid-century, it is the brutal power of history. I do 
not mean history merely as a chronicle of events, but rather history as 
a pattern of recurring truths that defines the nature and quality of a 
people's national life. Our national truths, like our food, landscape, 
and climate, are very different from those of Arkansas and Sussex. 
Not necessarily better, but different, and the difference has meanings 
that cannot be ignored. 

To enjoy personal dignity and national stability, Arabs, Muslims, 
and other Middle Easterners cannot live by the corporate rules of 
profit, power, perpetual expansion, persona] wealth, and individual 
satisfaction that govern life in tire United States. Ours, rather, is a 
collegia] culture that strives for community, collective security of the 
tribal-national unit, material satisfaction through and for the ex- 
tended family and personal expression through the common identity 
of the larger communal unit, whether it be an ethnic group, a 
religion, or a country. We must adhere to rules inherent in a long 
historical legacy, established by hundreds of succesive generations 
that have formulated those rules through experiences spanning over 
ten thousand years. 

Patterns of social identity and criteria of national viability have 
been imposed on us by forces larger than all of us combined — the 
land, the climate, our strategic location, our natural resources, our 
large markets, our relations with foreign powers and our preoccupa- 
tion with spirituality, prophets, and gods. These determine the 
historical truths I speak of: that our lands cannot accommodate 
sovereign states that started life with several hundred thousand 
citizens each, cannot withstand an artificial fragmentation of the 
region's fragile natural resource base, cannot tolerate income 
disparities ranging from $15,000 to $300 per capita, and cannot long 
endure communities that try to serve a foreign emperor and then 
seek that emperor's protection. These are only some of the many 
truths of history that define us, and compel us to hono them. They 
are the consequence of our being an ancient culture, and they are not 
sufficiently appreciated, neither by the foreign emperors nor by their 
local Arab adjuncts, because they are not always easily visible on the 
surface, and rarely easy for the television camera to record, let alone 
to absorb or to convey. 

Foreign, especially Western, visitors who come to our lands usually 
find it difficult to penetrate beneath the surface imagery. Tourists in 
the Arab World, especially in Jordan, Palestine, and Syria, often 
exclaim at seeing scenes that could have come out of the Bible — a 
farmer ploughing behind a donkey, dark-robed women threshing 
wheat, camel and sheep herders living in goat’s hair tents, narrow 
lanes winding through stone-cobbled bazaars. This is tourism, the 
warm weather, the different landscape, and the physical objects that 
tourists come to see and to photograph. 

But beyond tourism there is real life and politics, a hidden and 
more complex world with many otheT dimensions not visible at first 
sight to the tourist, and not easily captured on film, a world of 
enduring historical realities based on deeper emotional and political 
sentiments. The Gulf war last year was essentially tourism, the 
largest ever Oriental safari, a quick and superficial foray into the 
Arabian landscape on a massive and violent scale. 

Arab nationalism, Islamic fundamentalism, and Middle Eastern 
democratic pluralism are politics, the older instinct of a nation 
searching for its true identity, responding to its deeper obligations to 
its historical roots. It is very difficult to get away from history in our 
lands and minds, as we were reminded by the Gulf crisis’ neat 
historical time lines. The crisis occurred almost exactly eight hundred 
years after the great Arah/Muslim leader Salaheddin (Saladin) 
liberated Jerusalem and the Holy Land from the grip of the 


Crusaders; nearly two hundred years after Napoleon invaded Egypt 
and launched the modern era of Western colonialism in the Middle 
East; one hundred years after the birth of political Zionam and the 
start of modern Jewish colonisation id Palestine; seventy years after 
the British and French artificially carved out most of the modern 
Arab states; and just over forty years after the establishment of Israel 
and the dispossession of the Palestinians. 

Our historical associations, analogies, and memories may seem 
peculiar to the West, but for most Arabs they are integral to our 
reading of the world around us. Many anti-Western demonstrators, 
especially those driven by Islamic rage, referred to the U.S.-led 
Western forces arriving in the Gulf as ‘"the new Crusaders.” They 
defined the confrontation of 1990 not only in historical terms dating 
back eight hundred years, but also by using the parallel of one of the 
most senseless and ugly dashes between the Orient and the Occident. 
Anti-coalition Arabs viewed the Western armada of 1990 firmly 
within the context of the last two hundred years of Western 
imperial-Zionist meddling in the region. From our Arab perspective, 
the Gulf crisis had histoiy written all over it. But our history did not 
start or stop according to the proclamations of brash politicians in 
Washington and London. Our history was a brutal and powerful 
master, and our ancient culture a merciless guide. 

We thought we knew more about history than Geroge Bush 
because we bad experienced about twelve thousands years more of it 
than his people had. In 1990, Washington penned delicately at the 
threshold of a new, unipolar world, in which its power reigned 
unchallenged, and its democratic principles seemed to sweep the 
planet. Many people in the power establishments and intellectual 
salons of Washington and New York talked seriously and innocently 
about “the end of history.** Tor the United States and the West in 
general, the Gulf conflict was about nothing less than the future of a 
world in which the,people of the United States had triumphed, and 
would, now rule. Having won the cold war, they dreamed of bigger 
victories, imagined global spoils, and proclaimed a “new world 
order” in which the peoples of the earth were not to acknowledge the 
triumph of the American model but also to finance it, supply it, serve 
it, honour- it and heed it. 

A vicious imperial imperative had been activated, and stalked the 
planet, ready to crush any challenge to a neocolonial order that 
demanded absolute compliance with its commercial dictates. The 
new world order was to be composed of nations that bought and 
sold, and its political elite would comprise those who understood the 
world in terms of consumption and production. Little surprise, 
therefore, that the United States leadership would utter the rallying 
ay of “jobs, jobs, jobs” during the Gulf crisis, and the United States 
president would wave the same flag of “jobs, jobs, jobs” a year later 
during his trip with his corporate henchmen in Japan and the Far 
East. 

Desperate to maintain his own job, avert national collapse, and 
secure his country’s place in the world, the American president 
reverted to the only language he and his people spoke well and 
understood at all: the language of trade, mercantile advantage, 
commercial imperative, and corporate nationalism. At the start of 
1991 George Bush proclaimed a new world order and presumed to 
forge it and to lead it. At the end of 1991, George Bush travelled to 
Japan and alternated between being a car parts salesman and an 
employment agency clerk. The historical drama was as ugly as it was 
obvious. Like their ancestors who conquered and destroyed die 
native American Indian nations several hundred years ago, the 
people of the United States in 1990-1991 were undergoing deep 
national repositioning, defining their interests and their c ommer cial 
frontiers by using their two most important tools — violence and 
money. 

Whether expanding westwards in the nineteenth century to 
conquer new lands on the American continent or extending their 
might eastwards in the twentieth century- to control vital Arab 
mineral resources in the Gulf; the fnd was the same: jobs, energy. 
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people of the United States had believed and achieved^ during , the 
previous two hundred and fifteen years of nationhood, iraq rudely 
interrupted the intellectual and political provincialism of a United 
States leadership that had started to savor the end of history and the 
triumph of military technology. Iraq defiantly threatened not only to 
reactivate history, but also to reverse it, perhaps even to avenge its 

colonial ravages. . 

We were convinced that history was still alive and operative, and 
♦hat it could not be ignored in assessing the true dimensions of the 
Gulf crisis — because the Gulf crisis was only the immediate 
m anife station of deeper problems that have plagued the Middle East 
for many decades, and still do. We knew that Saddam Hussein and 
his many transgressions were only a symptom of the political and 
economic disto rations that the region had endured during the 
previous half century. The Middle East was full of one-man hands, 
despots, long-serving autocrats, presidents-for-life, and other politic- 
al horror shows. Such was the logical result of three-quarters of a 
century of fractured nationalism, domestic tyranny, Western ex- 
ploitation rampant militarism, arid Zionist challenge. 

It is therefore no surprise that the two most significant mass 
political movements in the Arab World in the last half a century 
should be Arab nationalism and Islamic fundamentalism. Both are 
tr ans -national concepts that look for a human and national identity 
that corresponds to the lessons of history. Both implicitly reject the 
concept of dividing the region into 21 Arab states (or are they 20 this 
week, or back to 22? Anybody got a scorecard? Anybody seen 
Djibouti recently? Who’s got Lebanon? Wanna buy a couple of 
Somali as? Has Bahrain’s population reached more than the popula- 
tion of tiie World Trade Centre buildings? What's greater: eligible 
Kuwaiti voters or the number of passengers you can get into the 
British Airways airplane fleet?). 

The people of our region are seeking new models and a new 
political order. The transition from the old order to the new will be 
erratic, often violent, usually confusing, for the new blueprint does 
not exist. There is no agreement yet on the new rules, for they are 
being written everyday, by people in every corner of the Arab World 
looking to build something new, something better, perhaps even 
something free and lasting. 

Do not bother looking for the blueprint in Washington or London, 
because there you will find only salesmen who seek to buy other 
lands, or soldiers who bomb them into oblivion if the land is not for 
sale, or the price is not right. The time and place do not matter — the 
native American Indians in the 19th Century, Japan in the 1940s. 
American blacks in the -1950s, Vietnam in the 1960s and 70s. 
Lebanon in the 1980s, Iraq in the 1990s. The West’s corporate troth is 
harsh and violent. But the truths of history are immutable, and they 
are our preserve. They will always triumph over the falsehoods of 
brash young emperors driven by such fear that they will stalk the 
world with cannons in one hand and car parts for sale in the other, 
oblivious to the fact that there are few buyers left for this 
merchandise, and deaf to the roar of histoiy about to engulf them. 


A new order for children 


The following article is a United 
Nations Children's Fund (UN- 
ICEF) news feature. 

THE United Nations Children's 
Fund has made an impassioned 
plea for a renewed international 
commitment to the task of ending 
mass malnutrition, disease, and 
illiteracy in the poor world. 

Governments of developing 
countries are indicted for spend- 
ing, on average, only about 12 
per cent of their budgets on basic 
health and education services for 
the poor; rich countries are criti- 
cised for allocating only about 10 
per cent of international aid to 
health, education, and family 
planning. 

At a time when a new world 
order is struggling to be bom, 
says the 1992 State of the World's 
Children report, the voice of the 
poorest quarter of humanity must 
be heard. One billion people still 
lack adequate food, safe water, 
primary health care, and basic 
education. “For almost half a 
century, war and ideological divi- 
sion have distracted attention and 
diverted resources from this 
task,” says UNICEF. “Those 
threats are now receding. And 
the time has come for the world 
to recommit itself to meeting 
basic human needs and building a 
new world order which will re- 
flect mankind's brightest hopes 
rather than its darkest fears.” 

Ending the worst of world 
poverty is far from being a lost 
cause, says the report. “We have 
already travelled three quarters 
of the way towards a world in 
which every man, woman, and 
child has adequate food, safe 
water, basic health care, and at 
jeast a primary education. There 
is no financial or technological 
barrier to prevent the comple- 
tion of that journey in our 
times." 

Children 

The ones who are being most 
shamefully failed by the present 
world order, says UNICEFs Ex- 
ecutive Director James Grant, 
are the quarter of a million chil- 
dren who are dying every week 
and the millions more who sur- 
vive into a half-life of malnutri- 
tion and almost permanent ill 
health. 

"This is not a threatened 
tragedy or an impending crisis,” 
says Gram. “It happened today. 
And it will happen again tomor- 
row. It is a problem which should 


rank in importance with any on 
the human agenda. But in prac- 
tice, it has been given a low 
priority because it is primarily a 
problem of the poor and the 
powerless.” 

There are some signs that this 
may be changing. “The needs of 
children are beginning to feature 
on the political agenda in a way 
that is unprecedented in UN- 
ICEFs forty year histoiy,” says 
Mr. Grant. 

The most obvious sign of that 
new priority was the convening of 
the World Summit for Children in 
September 1990. It was the 
largest gathering of presidents and 
prime ministers in history, and it 
met specifically to discuss the 
problems of the world's children. 
The outcome was an agreed prog- 
ramme for, among other things, 
preventing four million child 
deaths a year, ending mass mal- 
nutrition, eradicating polio, and 
ensuring dean water, family plan- 
ning services, and basic education 



for all. 

“The emergence of such an 
agreement, at a time when the 
existing world order is rapidly 
changing,” says Mr. Grant, 
“means that there is today a 
better chance than ever before of 
finding a place on the world’s 
political agenda for the rights of 
children and for meeting the 
minimum needs of all families.” 

Immunisation 

The setting of such ambitious 
targets was prompted by the 
growing realisation that the world 
now has both the low-cost means 
and the outreach capacity to 
achieve dramatic gains in chil- 
dren's well-being. 'Hie most con- 
vincing demonstration of that 
potential has been the successful 
attempt to reach 80 per cent 
immunisation coverage by the 
end of 1990. When that target 
was set in the late 1970s, vaccines 
were reaching barely 10 per cent 


of the developing world's chil- 
dren. Today, immunisation is 
saving the lives of over three 
million children a year and pro- 
tecting many millions more 
against infection and malnutri- 
tion. 

“Such programmes also help to 
slow population growth.” says 
UNICEF, “because parental con- 
fidence in the health and survival 
of children is vital to family plan- 
ning efforts.” 

Skewed spending 

It is still too early to tell 
whether the new commitments 
made at the World Summit for 
Children are real or rhetorical. 
The 159 nations represented 
agreed to draw up, within one 
year, national plans for achieving 
the new goals by the year 2000. 
So far, over 60 nations have 
completed such plans and that 
number is expected to rise to over 
100 by early 1992. Some, like 


Mexico, have already begun to 
move; President Carlos Salinas 
de Gortari has instituted a six- 
monthly cabinet meeting to re- 
view progress towards the goals 
and approved a 40 per cent in- 
crease in the budget of PRO- 
NASOL, the government prog- 
ramme which aims to provide 
basic services to the poorest fifth 
of Mexico's people and which has 
received $1.7 billion in 1991 — 
over 8 per cent of the govern- 
ment’s total social expenditure. 

A agreed at the summit, some 
industrialised nations have al<o 
been reviewing aid programmes 
to see how they can promote 
progress towards the new goals. 
"The public in the industrialised 
world has long believed that the 
great majority of the aid it gives 
to the developing world is spent 
on directly meeting the basic 
needs of the poor,” says Mr. 
Grant, “Whereas in fact only a 
tiny percentage is used for that 
purpose. ” Only about 1 per cent 


Saving children 

This year’s ‘State of the World’s Children’ report from UNICEF says 
that half the child deaths in the world and as much as half of all child 
malnutrition are caused by either vaccine-preventable diseases or 
diarrhoea! dehydration. And in both cases, the world has at its disposal 
a relatively simple low-cost solution. The charts show how far the world 
has come in applying those solutions - and how far there is still to go 


Immunization 

Vaccines are saving a million children a year 
but could save 3 million more. 

percentage ol developing world's 
children immunized 



The level of immunization 
needed to stop disease transmission 
is approximately 85% of afl communities 


In 1980, 5% of the developing 
world s children were immunized 
and nearly 5 million died every 
year of vaccine-preventable 
diseases. Today, 50% are 
immunized. 

Most nations can still achieve 
the UN target of universal 
immunization by 1990. But all 
parents need to know when, 
wftere.and why their children 
must be immunized. 

Possible new vaccines against 
malaria, diarrboeal diseases, and 
AIDS mean that the immuniza- 
tion system now being built may 
be one of the greatest human 
investments ever made. 


of aid goes lo the primary health 
care systems which couid'prevenr 
or treat 80 per cent of the disease 
and malnutrition in the develop- 
ing world. Only about I per cent 
goes to family planning services. 
And less than 1 per cent goes to 
primary education. 

The same distortion can be 
seen in spending patterns within 
the developing world itself. UN- 
ICEF estimates, for example, 
that three quarters of all health 
budgets go to urban hospitals, 
usually serving only a small 
minority of the population. 
According to some estimates, S3 
per cent of the $12 billion allo- 
cated each year to water-supply 
systems is spent on putting pri- 
vate laps in the homes of the 
not-so-poor and only 20 per cent 
is going to the wells and stand- 
pipes which, with today's technol- 
ogy. could bring clean water lo 
the very poorest communities at 
low cost. Spending on education 
k similarly skewed in favour of 
the few rather than the many. 

Finding the funds 

In total, the financial resources 
required to reach aU of the ambi- 
tious health and education goals 
agreed at the World Summit for 

iS£ uld amou nt to an 

™ Kofl a year throughout 
* e x *55- UNICEF suggests that 
two thuds of this sum could be 
found by the developing coun- 
Ik-S themselves, having one 
third to be funded by aid prog- 
rammes. This could be found 
within existing budgets, savs the 
report, if there were to be a shift 
in spending, and in aid, towards 

St?*! ^ the many 

rather than high-cost services for 
the few. 

Another possible way of fund- 
ing progress would be to allocate 
a small fraction of military ex- 
penditures to the year 2000 goals. . 
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Boris Yeltsin puts Russia 
j firmly on diplomatic map 


Leaders try to make sense of new world 


By Jonathan Lyons 

Reuter 

■-'s 

o.' WASHINGTON ■— President 
:• Boris Yeltsin, a former Commun- 
■ ist Party apparatchik from the 
; -. 1 industrial heartland, has shown 
: ■ be can lead Russia onto the world 

stage and make it a force to be 
+ reckoned with. 

Mr. Yeltsin added one of die 
few moments of drama to Fri- 
day's scripted U.N. Security 
Council summit with a bold prop- 
- osal for a global stiur wars missile 
V defence joining U.S. and Russia 


And he was among the 
strongest advocates on the coun- 
cil for an active, even interven- 
tionist, United Nations prepared 
to bead off trouble and defend 
human rights around the globe. 

More importantly, Mr. Yeltsin 
proved he could assume the di- 
plomatic mantle of his predeces- 
sor and rival Mikhail Gorbachev, 
sweeping aside doubts his interest 
or abilities in foreign affairs. 

Russian officials had made no 
secret they were looking beyond 
the U.N. gathering — called to 
chart the post-cold war world — 
to a one-on -one chat at Presi- 
dent George Bush's Camp David 
retreat on Saturday. 

It would, they said, pnt the 
final seal of approval on what Mr. 
Yeltsin and aides like to call the 
“new" Russia and banish forever 
the notion that Mr. Gorbachev's 
deft diplomacy was irreplaceable. 

They were not disappointed. 

The two leaders emerged call- 
ing one another "George" and 


“Boris" and seemed generally at 
ease. They agreed to swap sum- 
mit visits later this year and Mr. 
Bush offered to give serious con- 
sideration to the Russian global 
star wars plan. 

“I have a very warm feeling in 
my heart about what be has done, 
and is trying to do, and I consider 
him my friend," Mr. Bush told a 
brief news conference. 

If the Americans issued no 
concrete promises on arms con- 
trol, aid or missile defence, Mr. 
Yeltsin could still head for home 
with a joint declaration that the 
two countries no longer regarded 
one another as potential enemies. 

Mr. Yeltsin, 61 years old to the 
day, told reporters before their 
talks the meeting was the best 
birthday present he ever had. 

The Russian president, known 
more for his heavy-handed style 
at home than finesse abroad, also 
impressed U.S. congressional 
leaders. 

“I think there is a great degree 
of confidence in his leadership. 
There is a high degree of confi- 
dence in the congress and the 
country,” said Thomas Foley, 
speaker of the U.S. House of 
Representatives, after a one-hour 
meeting at the Russian embassy. 

“I was very impressed with 
how he handled himself," said 
bouse Democratic leader Richard 
Gephardt. “We listened to him, 
we heard him out.” 

Despite lack of specific agree- 
ments, Mr. Bush and Mr. Yeltsin 
left every indication that vast 
nuclear weapons reductions 


would occur in the not-so-distant 
future. 

“We will work to remove any 
remnants of cold war hostility, 
including taking steps to reduce 
our strategic arsenals," they said 
in a six-point declaration that laid 
the groundwork for future U.S.- 
Russian relations. 

Mr. Bush this week proposed 
slashing U.S. nuclear warheads to 
about 60 per cent of current levels 
and for the first time expressed a 
willingness to reduce U.S. sub- 
marine missile. 

Mr. Yeltsin responded with 
calls for substantially deeper cuts 
in nuclear missiles. However, he 
does not control all the former 
Soviet missiles, which are spread 
among other newly independent 
states as well. 

Nor all aspects of the Yeltsin 
trip, which began in London on 
Thursday and included the U.N. 
summit, Washington and a final 
stop in Ottawa, went so smooth- 
ly- 

Pavel Voshchanov, the pres- 
idential spokesman, caused an 
uproar when he told reporters on 
Friday the strategic nuclear mis- 
siles of the former Soviet Union 
had had their targeting instruc- 
tions removed. 

He larer softened the claim, 
admitting only a "political deci- 
sion" to detarget the weapons 
had been taken but not yet im- 
plemented. 

Experienced foreign ministry' 
officials, largely frozen out of the 
Yeltsin inner circle, just threw up 
their hands in fnistradon. 


Highest quarters approved Habash’s visit 


(Continued from page 1) 

affair was the head of the French 
Red Cross who was forced to 
resign Monday for her role in 
arranging Dr. Habash’s hospital 
stay in France. 

As the media and opposition 
stepped up pressure for ministers 
to quit, Georgina Dufoix, 48,' a 
longtime friend of President 
Francois Mitterrand, was forced 
out by the Red Cross executive. 

“They asked me to go. I am not 
leaving today but I will leave the 
Red Cross on Friday," the former 
health minister and government 
spokeswoman told reporters. 

Ms. Dufoix resigned as a pres- 
idential advisor lak Thursday. 

She admitted to a political 
blunder in failing to inform the 
president or his staff but de- 
fended the decision to txear Dr. 
Habash for a stroke on humanita- 
rian grounds. 

The affair has plunged Mr. 
Mitterrand into his most serious 
crisis for years. 

Five senior officials have been 
fired since the leader of the PFLP 
was flown to a Paris clinic for 
medical treatment last Wednes- 
day. 

Sources close to Mr. Mitter- 
rand said he would not be stam- 
peded into a cabinet reshuffle 
although he was furious at having 
been embarrassed over the affair 

In the firing line were Foreign 
Minister Roland Dumas, who 
faced a grilling behind closed 
doors from parliament's foreign 
affairs committee on Monday, 
and Interior Minister Philippe 
March and, accused across the 
political spectrum of incompe- 
tence. 

“Out with them" screamed the 


right-wing Quotidien de Paris in a 
banner headline. 

“The Habash affair reveals se- 
vere errors in the functioning of 
the executive," the newspaper 
said. 

Former President Valery Gts- 
card d’Estaing said the blunder 
showed the government had 
ceased to function. He demanded 
early parliamentary elections. 

Addin g to Mr. Mitterrand’s 


embarrassment, Michel Rocard, 
the Socialist removed as prime 
minister last year to make way for 
the unpopular Edith Cresson, 
said on television the affair was 
not over the foreign and interior 
ministers should go. 

Even the left-wing daily Li- 
beration, which usually backs the 
government, said the Habash 
affair showed what it called "the 
Mitterrand system” had led to a 
breakdown in responsibility. 


r 

Al geri an authorities crackdown on radicals 


(Continued from page 1) 

where on Friday. 

According to the government, 
only three people died in dashes 
between police and the faithful in 
other dries around the country. 

The government added that 42 
fundamentalist religious leaders 
were arrested between Jan. 17- 
25. 

Since Friday, 15 religious lead- 
ers and party activists have been 
arrested in several towns, said 
official sources who spoke on 
condition of anonymity. Others 
were still being sought. 

Among those arrested were 
three Muslim clerics in Tipaza, 30 
miles west of Algiers. They were 
detained for allegedly slandering 
state officials and inciting dis- 
obedience, state radio reported 
Monday. 

News reports also mentioned 
the arrests of a local Islamic 
leader in northern Algeria, two 
mayors and a teacher in western 
Algeria and six people for 
allegedly starting trouble inside a 
mosque in eastern Algeria. 


A court in the central town of 
Bechar sentenced a cleric to two 
months in jail Monday on charges 
of incitement, the radio reported. 
In Abdala, southwest of Bechar, 
a teacher who was active with the 
Islamic Front also was sentenced 
to two months for incitement and 
rebellion, the radio reported. 

Police in the northern town of 
Jijel used tear gas Sunday to 
disperse a crowd gathered outside 
a courthouse where a militant 
fundamentalist was being tried, 
the radio said. 

The FIS, confident of popular 
support in the long term, is offi- 
cially exhorting its supporters to 
be patient. 

Behind that single word, the 
FIS has evolved a careful strategy 
to withstand the authorities’ 
attempts to smother the move- 
ment. 

Local leaders, the cutting edge 
of the FIS now that its national 
figures have been arrested, are 
gambling on divisions among the 
country's new leaders and on an 
eventual popular uprising against 
them. . 


By Alan Eisner 

Reuter 

NEW YORK — Grappling to 
come to terms with a world in 
flux, international leaders have 
taken refuge in a seemingly unen- 
ding round of summits and con- 
ferences. 

The summit of the United Na- 
tions Security Council's 15 mem- 
bers in New York was just the 
latest, but far from the last, in an 
unprecedented series of gather- 
ings which has world leaders 
rushing from one meeting place 
to the next, with virtually no time 
to draw breath between them. 

In the past 10 days alone, U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
has presided over a 47-nation 
gathering to coordinate aid to the 
former Soviet Union in Washing- 
ton and a 27-nation conference 
on Middle East regional issues in 
Moscow. 

He also spent three hours in 
Prague at a foreign ministers’ 
forum of the Conference on 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe, which last year had 34 
members and now has 48, before 
rushing to New York for the 
Security Council summit. 

But what do all these meetings 
achieve? 

“It's almost as if world leaders 
believe that if they keep having 
meetings, everything will be all 
right," said Kim Holmes, an 
analyst with the Heritage Found- 
ation in Washington. 

"We have a world that has 
changed and is still changing and 
leaders are having trouble under- 
standing it. So they take refuge in 
a lot of meetings, partly in the 
hope that as long as people keep 
talking they won't be shooting," 
he said. 

The biggest change is of course 
the end of the cold war and the 


collapse of the former Soviet 
Union. As a result, old organisa- 
tions like NATO have lost their 
traditional missions while others 
like the United Nations have seen 
their possibilities for action ex- 
pand. 

The problem is that nobody yet 
knows which way the republics 
of the former Soviet Union will 
go. Will they emerge as Western- 
style, free market democracies or 
could they spiral into chaos, au- 
thoritarianism and, in the case of 
the Central Asian republics, mili- 
tant Islamic fundamentalism? 

"The world has changed, it's 
no longer that rather grisly stabil- 
ity of East and West. That has 
been changed and now one has a 
whole series of regional con- 
flicts," said British Prime Minis- 
ter John Major. 

Likewise, French President 
Francois Mitterrand told the 
U.N. summit that the world was 
looking for signposts to guide it to 
safety in an era of “disorder and 
unpredictability.” 

"The only constant today is 
change,” Mr. Mitterrand said. 

But organisations like NATO 
don't disappear just because of 
the end of die cold war. Instead, 
they hold meetings to define new 
functions, co-opt new members 
and arrange more meetings, pre- 
ferrably at head of government 
level. 

Each organisation has to pro- 
tect its international bureaucracy. 
In the absence of anything else to 
do, what better way to employ 
armies of officials than at organi- 
sing new meetings. 

Politicians like summits as well 
because they provide the oppor- 
tunity to strut on a prestigious 
world stage, basking in world 
media attention and breathing 
rarified summit air. Opposition 
leaders have to stay home looking 
dowdy and provincial. 


The CSCE, which for years was 
viewed as an irrelevance, now has 
a secretariat in Prague, a Conflict 
Preventions Centre in Vienna, an 
Office of Free Elections in War- 
saw and frequent foreign minis- 
ters meetings and summits, the 


next of which is coming up in 
March in Helsinki. 

But when a civil war erupted in 
member-state Yugoslavia, all the 
CSCE's horse and all its men 
were powerless to stop the fight- 
ing. 



Hawatmeh wants Madrid formula corrected 


(Continued from page I) 

Palestinian delegation to Madrid 
and Washington, to attend the 
Moscow talks as proof that the 
partial representation proved 
"useless.” 

At his press conference and in 
an earlier interview with the Jor- 
dan Times. Mr. Hawatmeh ex- 
plained his view of what hap- 
pened between the beginning of 
the fast phase in Madrid and the 
opening of the Moscow confer- 
ence, which the Palestinians re- 
fused to attend unless their de- 
mands for wider representation 
were met. 

There were three major 
reasons why the Palestinians, 
directed by the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation decision- 
making group in Tunis — the 
PLO executive committee — de- 
cided that partial representation 
would do no more, he said. 

First, political groupings back- 
ed by members of the Palestinian 
delegation sent messages to the 
PLO executive committee in 
Turns dearly indicating that parti- 
cipation by the Palestinians with- 
out including representatives 
from Jerusalem and the diaspora 
would be unacceptable. 

“Recent events have made it 
possible for the Palestinian peo- 
ple to take their leadership to 
task — they must now answer for 
their decisions as never before,” 
Mr. Hawatmeh said. “It is the 
Palestinian people — under 
occupation and in exile who fold 
the PLO what to do about Mos- 


cow — this is very important — it 
is democracy at work”. 

Second, the Palestinian dele- 
gates who bad attended the Mad- 
rid and Washington phases of the 
peace process realised that the 
political agenda for the Palesti- 
nians was limited to self-rule. 
Promises of other things on the 
agenda were “sand castles,” he 
said. 

“Deportations, settlements, 
arrests, expropriatations — all 
that continued,*' leading the 
Palestinians to harden their 
stand, he continued. 

“The issue of self-rule sounds 
good. It is very tricky, however, 
because self-rule in the Israeli 
definition means no rule on land, 
water or other natural resources. 
The Palestinians can also be sent 
to Alaska and have self-rule 
there,” he said. “At that point 
the Palestinians were literally 
forced to comply with he dectates 
of die United States, which said 
'self-rule only is on your agen- 

> da.”* 

The third reason that Mr. 
Hawatmeh cited for the “rectfica- 
tion of the Palestinians stand," 
was that the U.S. had “disassoci- 
ated itself from its role as a fair 
co-sponsor when it said that it 
would only intervene if and when 
‘all* groups asked for its interven- 
tion. “That move gave Israel the 
right of veto. 

The DFLP leader said the 
Palestinians had “no problem" 
being assoicated with Jordan in 
the joint delegation. The real 
problem, however, is that the 


Israelis, and behind them the 
Americans, want to treat Palesti- 
nians as inhabitants of some 
place, and not as people, he said. 

“Jordan went to Moscow as a 
separate delegation,” he said. 
"This is very signficant. One of 
the obstacles which the Amer- 
icans and Israelis had imposed as 
a requirement for oar participa- 
tion in the talks has now dis- 
appeared,*' he added. “While for 
us being a joint delegation poses 
no problem, it is good to know 
that we have a say in the issue. 
Otherwise this peace will be an 
imposed peace — something 
which has failed many times be- 
fore." 

Arab coordination 

Mr. Hawatmeh called on Arab 
countries to dose ranks in order 
to present a coordination Arab 
position in the peace talks. 
"More coordinated is needed 
amongst the countries involved in 
•the bilateral talks,” he said, 
adding that the next round of 
talks, scheduled to begin later 
this month should be preceded by 
a common strategy of Jordan, the 
Palestinians, Syria and Lebanon. 

The Moscow multilateral con- 
ference emphasised that the rift 
between Arab countries as a re- 
sult of the Gulf war was “very 
deep,” be said. It seems that 
some Arab countries, the Gulf 
states, may be ready to make a 
separate peace with Israel regard- 
less of what happens to Arab 
occupied lands of Palestine, 
Syria, Lebanon and Jordan.” 

"Therefore, it is pertinent that 
steps to reconcile the Arab efforts 


should precede the continuation 
of talks with Israel. In Moscow 
they (the Arabs) did not even talk 
to us.’’ 

The DFLP leader said steps to 
coordinate an inter- Arab panel, 
both on the leadership and par- 
liamentary levels "have begun." 

Morocco, Algeria, Yemen, 
Jordan and the PLO are already 
involved in a series of steps aimed 
at inter-Arab reconciliation, he 
said. 

"The aim is to create a dia- 
logue on both the leadership and 
parliamentary levels that will re- 
create a common popular and 
offidal position on matters that 
are of concern to all of us." Libya 
and Sudan may also join the 
group sometime soon, he added. 

“The rift among Arabs created 
by the Gulf war must be mended 
or the peace talks would ultimate- 
ly lead to a dangerous polarisa- 
tion which could mark the begin- 
ning of regional conflicts,” Mr. 
Hawatmeh warned. 

“How do you want to deal with 


Europe used to be thought of 
stretching from the Atlantic to 
the Urals. But CSCE now encom- 
passes territory from Vancouver 
to Vladivostock. including sever- 
al purely Asian states. 

And though the meetings keep 
happening, there is no agreement 
on how CSCE fits in with the 
European Community, which 
now has 12 members but could 
soon grow to 15 or 18 or more. 
And how does that overlap with 
the Western European union, the 
Counril of Europe, the European 
Free Trade Assodation and 
NATO? Nobody seems to know. 

On the economic front, there 
are the Group of Five, the Group 
of Seven, the Group of 15 and the 
Group of 24, whose members are 

the same as those of the Organisation 

for Economic Cooperation and 
Development. Each has its own 
tasks and regular meetings. 

Asia too has its meetings. 
There is the Asian- Padfic Econo- 
mic Cooperation which was 
founded two years ago with 12 
members and now has 15, and the 
six-nation Assodation of South 
East Asian Nations which hold 
expanded ministerial meetings 
with half a dozen other nations 
once a year. 

The Middle East peace process 
is also spawning lots of new 
bodies. After last week’s regional 
talks in Moscow, there will be 
separate gatherings on arms con- 
trol in Washington, water re- 
sources in either Turkey or Au- 
stria, the environment in Tokyo, 
economic development in Brus- 
sels and refugees in Canada. 

The world environment is 
another fruitful source of confer- 
ences. Coming up soon, look out 
for a climate change conference 
in February in New York, which 
will lead to an earth summit in 
June in Rio de Janeiro with 160 
world leaders in attendance. 


the issues of refugees, water and 
borders with the Israelis if there is 
no Arab agreement?” 

He further announced that 
what he called a “peoples confer- 
ence” in support of wider repre- 
sentation of the Palestinians at 
the peace talks is being planned. 
“We want it to take place in 
Jerusalem and we hope that 
popular leaders living under 
occupation as well as those in the 
diaspora and a maximum number 
of Palestine National Council 
members will be able to attend. 
The conference should take place 
before the bilateral talks are sche- 
duled to continue in Washington. 

The Palestinian leader stressed 
that the PLO, of which his group 
is a constituent member, would 
have to formally join the peace 
talks at some stage. “The Palesti- 
nians must be fully represented. 
• The United Nations recognises 
the PLO as the sole and legiti- 
mate representative of the 
Palestinian people. So why aren’t 
we there?" he said. 


Non-Aligned Movement advocates democracy 


(Contained from page 1) 

chaired by Mr. Iacovou had been 
doing the same thing since its 
establishment in 1988. 

“We must seize the opportun- 
ity to talk frankly and thoroughly 
to ensure that the movement will 
continue to be not only relevant 
but essential in the sweeping in- 
ternational events,” Mr. Atas 
said. 

Among the ministers attending 
the meeting were those from Jor- 
dan, Iraq, Tran, Syria and Libya. 


Commenting on the speeches 
during a break, Syrian Foreign 
Minister Farouk AJ Sharaa told 
reporters: “Developing countries 
have specialised problems that 
must be addressed." 

About the need for democra- 
tisation. he said: "This should not 
only be confined within each 
country, it has to be a process in 
international relations as well.” 
Asked whether there were any 
specific plans for democratisation 
in Syria, he said, “no, nothing 
specific." 
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Riot mars Milan’s top performance 


LONDON (R) — Rioting Cag- 
liari fans who attacked Milanese 
supporters in the stadium and 
after the match have oversha- 
dowed AC Milan's latest display 
of consumate, championship- 
winning soccer. 

Police had to fire tear gas to 
disperse the Cagliari fans as they 
attacked Milan supporters on 
their way to the city harbour to 
board a ferry back to the Italian 
mainland after their team's 4-1 
victory Sunday. 

Twenty people, including 
police officers, were injured and 
a Milan-registered car set on fire 
after Cagliari fans threw stones, 
cans and seats a* the Milanese 
during the second half. 

Milan had to come from behind 
to maintain their unbeaten re- 
cord, with Dutch star Marco Van 
Basten scoring three of their four 
goals in a second half of total 
contrast to the first. 

Fellow- Dutch man Ruud Gullit 
said: “We showed class and heart 
... As far as I'm concerned this 
was the best game we’ve played 
so far this season." 

Ju vent us, trailing Milan by five 
points, also won 4-1 at home to 


Foggja to advance of next week's 
showdown between Italy’s top 
two sides in Milan. 

Looking forward to the clash, 
Milan President Silvio Berlusconi 
said: “He go into the game in the 
best possible frame of mind. The 
match will be absolutely fun- 
damental for them, while for us it 
will, simply be important." 

Juventus’s Italy international 
Robert Baggio, who also scored a 
hat-trick, including two penalties 
against Foggia, said: “We go to 
Milan with all the peace of mind 
of he who has nothing to lose." 

Juventus coach Giovanni Tra- 
patoni said: “It's the game of the 
season for us. If we don’t get 
beaten, even a draw would still 
leave the door open for us, allow- 
ing that Milan may slip up at 
some stage.” 

France and Napoli sweeper 
Laurent Blanc, criticised for a 
mistake in a draw last week with 
AtaJanta, made amends by scor- 
ing twice in a 3-0 home win over 
Cremonese. 

Afterwards the Frenchman re- 
fused to gloat: “A player should 
not respond with words but with 
his performance on the pitch, if 


he can.” 

New coacb Leo Beenhakker, 
brought in with inelegant haste to 
revive Real Madrid’s mid-season 
stumble, provoked only criticism 
■after his first match in charge. 

Real’s 1-1 draw at home to 
lowly Cadiz prompted newspaper 
headlines of “spectacular ... 
flop.” 

Chairman Ramon Mendoza 
agreed. "Horrific,” he said of his 
side’s performance. "But we’ve 
got to give Beenhakker time to 
get a grip.” 

The Dutch coacb who replaced 
Radomir Antic last week after 
Real's runaway lead in the Span- 
ish League was cut from eight to 
three points by Barcelona, admit- 
ted to being disappointed. 

“Changes don’t happen over- 
night." he said. 

Seven teeth-placed Cadiz — 
who netted an own goal for Real 
then equalised in the second half 
— were jubilant. “It was the 
worst Madrid side we’ve seen for 
years," said Captain Jose Carme- 
lo. 

Champions Barcelona bungled 
their chance to gain ground, los- 
ing 2-1 at Real Sociedad. 


•“We weren't brilliant but we 
weren’t bad.” said coach Johann 
Cruyff. 

French League leaders 
Marseille breathed a huge sigh of 
relief as they found their winning 
touch again. 

The champions, who had lost 
to lowly-placed Toulon the pre- 
vious week and managed only a 
draw against Sl Etienne mid- 
week, won 2-0 at Toulouse Sun- 
day. 

“Three days after our efforts 
against St. Etienne 1 didn't think 
my team could play such a full 
game,” said a delighted Marseille 
manager Raymond Goethals. 


“After last Saturday's slap in 
the face by Toulon, this week 
wasn’t easy to get through but we 
got through it just fine.” 

The result stretched Marseille’s 
lead at the top of the table to four 
points ahead of Monaco, who 
could only manage a 1-1 draw 
away to Toulon. 

Monaco goalkeeper Jean -Luc 
Ettori was philosophical, saying 
his team was if anything lucky not 
to be trailing further behind its 
Mediterranean rivals. 


U.S. records first soccer win over CIS 


PONTIAC. Michigan (R) — De- 
fender Marcelo Balboa, who last 
week missed a penalty kick that 
would have salvaged a draw for 
the United States, made good on 
a second chance Sunday. 

Balboa's successful penalty 
kick in the 75th minute before a 
wildly appreciative .crowd of 
more than 35.000 at the Pontiac 
Silverdome. lifted the U.S. 
national soccer team to a 2-1 
victory over the Commonwealth 
of Independent States in an inter- 
national soccer friendly. 

It was the first-ever victory by a 
U.S. national squad over the 
national team which formerly 


represented the Soviet Union. 
The Americans are 1-5-1 against 
Russian teams in full internation- 
al play. 

Balboa blasted his penalty 
kick, which tipped off the out- 
stretched of the CIS goalkeeper 
and carried into the left side of 
the net, to break a 1-1 tie. 

Winning coach Bora Milutino- 
vic. who continues to lead the 
U.S. to impressive results against 
foreign opposition since taking 
the job a year ago. praised his 
young squad. 

“It was another excellent effort 
by our team," said Milutinovic.'* 
That is very important as we 


continue to move toward 1994," 
he said, referring to the World 
Cup, which will be hosted for the 
first time by the United States. 

“This is a very strong team we 
played against today. The ball 
may not always bounce our way, 
but with good effort, we have 
been able to make breaks. We 
must continue to work hard, win 
or lose.” 


accurate pass reached forward 
Eric Wynalda, whose header 
gave the United States the early 
lead. 


The Americans got on the 
scoreboard in the third minute 
when midfielder Dominic Kin- 
near lofted a left-side, ftee-kick 
cross from just outside the penal- 
ty area toward the right post. His 


The CIS equalised in the 27th 
minute when Igor Lediakhov split 
the defence on the run. and pas- 
sed to teammate Oleg Sergeyev, 
who slipped a shot past U.S. 
goalkeeper Tony Meola. 

“I feel like we're starting to 
show the people that we have a 
decent squad here," Meola said. 
“We are getting good results and 
the soccer world is starting to 
take notice that we are no longer 
pushovers.” 


40 years on, Norway heads for skiing medals 


ST. GERVAIS. France (R) — 
Didrik Marksten’s shock defeat 
of double Olympic champion 
Alberto Tomba capped a fine 
weekend for the improving 
Norwegians, who now look 
primed to end a 40-year wait for 
an Olympic Alpine skiing medal. 

A skier from Norway last stood 
on the Olympic victory podium in 
1952 when Slein Eriksen took the 
giant slalom gold and slalom sil- 
ver and Guttorm Berge claimed 
the slalom bronze. 

The present squad could 
scarcely have asked for a better 
morale-booster before their 
Olympic battles in Val d'lsere 


and Les Menuires than their per- 
formances over the weekend. 


Twenty-year-old outsider 
Marksten became the fourth 
Norwegian to win a World Cup 
race in the past three years when 
he edged out Italy's Tomba in 
Sunday's giant slalom. 

The Norwegians placed three 
men — Ole Christian Furuseth, 
Jan Einar Thorsen and Kjetil 
Andre Aamodt — in the top eight 
in Saturday’s super-giant slalom 
irvMegeve and three — Mark- 
sten, Furuseth and Aamodt — in 
the top seven in the giant slalom' 
in St. gervais. 


Skiers say home sweet 
home first, then Olympics 


GRINDELWALD. Switzerland 
(Rl — After two months travell- 
ing the World Cup circuit, top 
women skiers have more impor- 
tant matters on their minds than 
the Winter Olympics. 

“First I am going to go home 
and have some fun. Then I will 
look positively towards the 
games." said Austrian World 
Cup champion Petra Kronberger 
after the last weekend of cup 
races before the Albertville 
games. 

Others agree ihey are not yet 
ready to think about their pros- 
pects at Meribel, which hosts the 
women's Olympic races starting 
with the combined downhill on 
Feb. 12. 

.“This is my first to Olympics 
and I don’t know what expect ions 
I should have." said Kronberger's 
team mate Sabine Ginther after 
winning the downhill and com- 
bined events at Grindelwald this 
weekend. 

“I am trying not to think about 
the Olympics yet. Now we're 
going home so that's my first 
thought." 

A break from the constant 
round of World Cup competition 
will also give the weekend’s losers 
time to compose their thoughts 
and rethink strategy ahead of 


Meribel. 

Switzerland's Vreni Schneider 
was all buoyed up for the defence 
of her Olympic slalom and giant 
slalom titles until disaster struck 
Sunday. 

She stopped to renegotiate a 
gate after straddling a pole in 
the first leg of the slalom here, 
only to fall just before the finish 
line in the second leg. 

But Schneider is a fighter and 
won the world slalom title last 
year only days after hurting her 
ieg in an accident at home. 

One skier not heading for 
home before the Olympics open 
next Satuiday is Carole Merle, 
who is feeling the strain of being 
one of host country France's best 
hopes for a medal. 

“I hope ! can protect myself 
from the pressure but it is much 
more difficult for me to ski in 
France than abroad because ev- 
erybody always expects me to 
win.” said Merle, who has won 
the last three giant slaloms in the 
World Cup. 

Merle, the super-giant silver 
medallist at last year's world 
championships, has broken away 
from the French team camp, pre- 
ferring to train privately with her 
own entourage. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 
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WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l- — Buth vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*K6 AQ94 AK10 *K874 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with one no trump. 
What action do you take? 


What do you bid now? 

Q.4-— As South, vulnerable, you 


QJS — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦J94 TA965 - AQJ63 *A 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 Pass l * 


hold: 

♦ 108752 :KQJ»5 vQ +AQ 
What is your opening bid? 


What do you bid now? 


Q.5 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦65 872 vAJ93 *J654 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 
I * 1 ♦ ? 

What action do you take? 


Q.3 — -As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*A 7A965 ‘‘AQJ33 +J94 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
l Pass 1 ♦ 

? 


Q.6 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 


♦Void v AQ83 AKQ63 +A872 
Partner opens the bidding with 
three spades. What action do you 
take? 


"Everyone is very motivated 
because the goal for us all is to 
become the first Norwegian to 
win an Olympic medal again,” 
Marksten said. 

The Swiss, however, were also 
in commanding form, with Paul 
Accola, Marco Hangl and Franz 
Heinzer completing a top-three 
sweep in the super-G and Hans 
Pieren clocking the fastest time in 
the giant slalom second leg. 

Accola, despite a rare failure 
Sunday, appears to have wrapped 
up the overall World Cup crown. 
He has achieved the rare feat of 
wins in super-G. giant slalom and 
slalom in one season as well as 
sweeping the three downhill- 
slalom combinations. 

"The sun doesn’t shine every 
day," said Accola. philosophical 
after going out in Sunday’s race," 
I made a big mistake but I’m not 
talcing it too seriously because I 
know there's plenty more to 
come." 

Heinzer, victor of four of the 
season's six downhills, estab- 
lished himself as a strong conten- 
der for two Olympic golds with 
his best super-C result of the 
season. The winter games open 
Saturday in Albertville. 

Tomba, too. remains the man 


to beat in his speciality events 
even though he has yet to win a 
race in France, while versatile 
German Markus Wasmeier is also 
brimming with good form. 

But it is the Norwegians who 
have made the most telling prog- 
ress as a team, even though they 
will miss leading downbiller Atle 
Skaardai, who tore foot and knee 
ligaments in a race in Gannisch- 
Partenkircben, Germany, in 
January. 

“It's too bad Skaardai will not 
be there because with him we 
could have looked for medals in 
all four events." said Marksten. 
who is in his first full World Cup 
season and had never previously 
finished higher than sixth. 

“This season we started slowly 
but now we’re in form and I think 
tactic will pay off at the Olym- 
pics," he added. 

Furuseth did not make it to the 
1988 Calgary Olympics because 
of poor results and the team’s 
lack of cash. 

With Furuseth and Aamodt 
already world championship 
medallists, big sponsorship from 
the shipping company Bergesen 
and the squad peaking at the right 
time, it should be a different story 
at the 1992 games. 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Javer defeats Martinek in Auckland 


AUCKLAND. New Zealand (AP) — Monique Javer used solid 
groundstrokes and aggressive approach shots to upset fifth-seeded 
Veronika Martuiek of Germany Monday in the first round of the 
$100,000 Femleaf classic women's tennis tournament. Javer, who 
is based in California bat represents Britain, defeated Martinek 

6- 3. 6-1. She twice dropped serve to love but also broke 
Martinek’s serve six times. Javer’s willingness to go for the lines in 
difficult windy conditions paid off. French teenagre Noelle van 
Lottum also ousted a seeded player on the opening day of play in 
the 32-draw event. She beat No. 8 Kristin Godridge of Australia 

7- 5. 6-4. No. 2 Sabine Hack of Germany and No. 6 Ann 
Grossman of the United States both advanced. 


Olympics exceed ticket sales target 


ALBERTVILLE, France (R) — Organisers of the Albertville 
Winter Olympics have said they bad sold 730,000 tickets for the 
Feb. 8-23 games, exceeding their target. A statement by 
organisers Cojo 92 said tickets had sold out for 25 events, 
including next Saturday's opening ceremony. One sixth of the 
tickets were sold abroad. Olympic organisers had previously said 
they were aiming to sell 690,000 of the 800,000 tickets to meet 
their revenue target of S26 million. Sunday's statement said 
remaining tickets for the games, the biggest in Winter Olympic 
history, were now available only to residents and tourists at the 
venues. Events for which tickets could still be bought included 
men’s and women's Alpine skiing, ski jumping, freestyle skiing 
and speed skiing. Ticket prices for the games range from $11 for 
the Nordic combined event tp $270 for the opening ceremony. 


Russian breaks indoor walk record 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia's Grigory Komiev broke the world 
indoor five- km walk record at the new Commonwealth of 
Independent States’ championships. Komiev, 30, clocked 18 
minutes 23.10 sebonds, 0.45 of a second foster than the previous 
best by compatriot Mikhail Shchennikov set at the World Indoor 
Championships in Seville on March 10 last year. 


France upsets Italy in America’s Cup 


SAN DIEGO, California (R) — Marc Pajot of France held off 
Italy's n More De Venezia to score a narrow, 25-second victory 
on the final day of racing in the first round of the America's Cup 
Challenger trials. After trailing by two seconds at he start, Pajot, 
at the helm of VHle De Paris, took the lead from Paul Cayard's D 
Moro during a tacking duel on the first leg. Pajot rounded the first 
mark 24 seconds ahead of the Italian favourites. The French 
yacht’s largest lead was 25 seconds on the final downwind leg, but 
the boats were as dose as nine seconds apart after the second 
upwind leg. The French victory knocked the Italians out of first 
place after seven first round races. Japan and New Zealand 
shared first place at the end of the day with sac wins in seven races. 
0 Moro de Venezia and Ville De Paris were tied for second place 
with five wins, followed by spirit of Australia with three, Spain 
with two and Sweden with one. Winless Challenge Australia did 
not start and will have to wait for the second round to pick up 
their first point. 


Garcia wins vacant IBC belt 


SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) — Danny Garda won the vacant 
Intercontinental Boxing Council (IBC) world middleweight title 
when Lenny Snow did not answer the bell for the ninth round. 
Garcia, from Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico, pounded the Tyler, 
Texas, fighter almost at will, ending the eighth round with a flurry 
of punches to Snow’s chin. The Texas journeyman, who fell to 
29-11 with 2fl knockouts, said he hurt his right hand in the fourth 
round when he hit Garda on the top df the head. Meanwhile, 
Garda, 27, improved bis record^to 23-7 with 21 knockouts. It Was 
hi s second try at a title. In 1989, he was flattened in one round by 
Mexico's Genaro Leon in a bout for tbe vacant World Boxing 
Organisation welterweight title. Freddie Trinidad, who manages 
Garda, said he wants his fighter to defend the title as soon as 
possible, but he wouldn't mind matching his fighter against Julian 
Jackson, the World Boxing Association's middleweight cham- 
pion. Tbe IBC is the newest of the organisations that have world 
titles. 


Mayer left out of Austrian squad 


ALBERTVILLE, France (R) — Olympic silver medallist Helmut 
Mayer has been left out of the Austrian Alpine skiing squad for 
the Albertville Winter Games. Mayer, second in the men's super 
giant slalom in Calgary in 1988, was missing from the 22-strong 
squad named Monday. Monika Maierhofer, who won her first 
victory in a World Cup slalom Sunday, won a late place in the 
powerful women's team. Italy also named its Olympic squad 
Monday, selecting 20 skiers headed by double Olympic champion 
Alberto Tomba. 


Peanuts 



READIN6 15 UKE A 
JOURNEY TO A NEW PLACE.. 




Andy Capp 




^r 


NOT A BAD IDEA 
-IF YOU HADN'T 
BEEN 
PRETENDING 
rDALREACN 
HAD ITS! 



Mutt‘n’Jeff 


DEAR MUTT AND JEFF: - 
JUST A FEW 
LINES To LET YOU *NcW 
NOW WONDERFUL I THIN* 
You TWO BOYS really are; 
YOU ARE MY 
TAVORVTE COMIC 
CHARACTERS- 



vF 




- I SET TME 
NEWSPAPER 
EVERY DAY AND 
THE FIRST THING 
I TURN TO IS 
MUTT AND JEFF 


TO ME YOU ARE REAlN [ 
PEOPLE! YbU ARE HUMAN/ 1 
clever and lovera&lej 
I DO NOT KNOW WHAT l A 
WOULD DO WITHOUT YOU' 1 1 


- 1 HOPE \ 
SOMEDAY 

Soon you- 

WILL JOIN 
ME HERE: 

I KNOW YOU 
WILL” 

YOURS- 


llMfrm-imro ^ 

VotfjlEj 0&4AV& 

SHARP HEKS 



FORECAST FOR TUESDAY FEBRUARY, 4, t992 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carrol! Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Aspects are good for improving 
relations with persons who stand 
just outside your immediate circle 
of friends and business associates. 
You will need to make some ex- 
planations. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Much of your regular routines can 
be done during the morning after 
which it is necessary that you dear- 
ly carry through with promises 
made to other persons. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 

Arranging whatever recreations 
you desire in the future should be 
put in motion in the morning after 
which take no chances on your 
work activities. 

GEM2NL- (May 21 to June 21) Get 
you home in smooth working order 
m the morning but later you find it 
necessary to avoid some heavy 
expense for an entertainment, 
amusement. 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Take time out to get out 
communications that require much 
perception on your part and then 
you can contact persons able to 
bring order into your home. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Mat- 
ters that have to do with money 
can be easily handled in the morn- 
ing while later you would be wise 
to avoid tifts with neighbours, kin. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You can reach out and gain the 


things vou want mast after break- 
fast while tonight finds you making 
wrong decisions about some 
money matters. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) You see ways to privately gam 
a longing in the morning while in 
the evening don't try to force 
others m any way to pH you the 
things you desire - 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Follow the suggestions frf a 
good friend how best to gain a 
desire after which don't try to 
break out from under promises you 
have made. 

SAGITT ARIL'S: (Nov-ember 22 to 
December 21) Consider well bow 
you can forge ahead at inrenninent 
limes at public (asks and later you 
will find it difficult to gain desires 
peacefully. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Be alert to whatever 
new ideas come into your sphere of 
influence in the morning but later 
show you are a solid citizen in 
outside matters. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You benefit by doing some- 
thing special for your attachment 
in the morning after which to 
accepted methods, don't make any 
drastic changes. 

PISCES: (February- 20 to March 
20) Whatever outside expressions 
appeal to you. you can make prog- 
ress in the morning but later you 
find problems in how to implement 
it effectively. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



“If they make press-on nails for 
women, why can’t they make press- 
on muscles for men?” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
— by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary worda 


DELOY 


F^T 



— 


TINGY 

uz 

□ 

□ 

□ 


FI 

FIEPER 


JQL 


D 


RAXLYN 


_ 
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ME USED TO WORN AS 
A Porter, ani? now 
HE '5 GONE INTO 
FOREIGN TRADE — 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form ttie surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 




(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday's I Jumbtes: HOVEL SINGE BURLAP MISFIT 

| Answer That nurse checked the patients' pulses but 
more often this — THEIR IMPULSES 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Stolen property 
5 Revise 
TO Theda of old 
ffims 

14 Soloist's song 

15 Hilo veranda 

16 KBn 

17 Aaron Schwa tt 
IS One biffontii: 

pref. 

20 "What's — 
name?" 

21 Seines 

22 H&CM MWl City 

24 Give the gate 

25 Actress Berger 

26 Intelligence 
29 Albert's wife 

32 Antler branches 

33 Tears 

34 Span, gent 
35"— it 

romannc?" 

36 Egyptian king 

37 Involved with 

38 Matter In taw 

39 Parrot 

40 Tire imprint 

41 Swain's otter 

43 Vulgar 

44 Group of 
soldiers 

45 Military vehicle 

46 Neutraflae a 
bomb 

48 — Bde 

49 Resort 

52 Prayer word 

53 Joseph Leviteh 

56 Gossip 

57 Cottonwood 
56 Delhi queen 

59 Ftorance'S river 

60 Ascended 

61 — boy] 





DOWN 

1 Wraparound 

2 Songbird 

3 "Celesta — " 

4 Chatter 

5 Modrflea 

6 Metal mixture 

7 Son of Seth 

6 Thai river 

9 Analyzes 


10 Tuna 

11 Lucy Johnson 

12 Gambling mecca 

13 Shortly 

16 Motel divisions 
23HMdweBers 

24 Guitar feature 

25 Tendon 

26 Lineage 

27 Skinflint 

28 Harrietts Lake 

29 Mercenary 

30 Gr. letters 

31 Battery terminal 
33 Sum up 

36 Preserving item 

37 Basra's land: 
var. 

39 Boggy 
wasteland 

40 Of sound 

42 Immediately 

43 Narrow chasm 

45 Singer MN 

46 Arbsttctotm 

47 Middle East VIP 

48 Bikini parts 


Yesterday’s Fuafo Solved: 


onriH 
nniHriQ nnnn 

0nonHR nn ran‘ 

ipnran^MRQ 1 \ 

Haann S Qrmf 
ra nrjnfi 0 ! 

LlllILS r 


J&l 


» 


ft 


V 


49 Sharp blow 

50 Pub order 

51 — Minor 


54 Yatestuder 

55 Period of 

time 


X 


\ 

V. 

% 
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Jordan Times 


Financial 
Markets. 

U.S. Dollar in Iittematkmal Markets 


fa co-aperartfoa wftfa 

Cairo Amman Bank 


Currency 

Mao Yo& 
(Xex 
sum 99Z 

Tcfeyp 

ctox. 

thrr 3/2/199? 

Sterfittg Pound " 

1 .7855 

1.7935 

Deutsche- Mark 

-1.61 15 

7.3045 

Swiss Frame 

1.4330 

1.4778 

French Franc 

5.4880 

5.4765 * 

JipiWM Yes 

125.80 

125.66 

taropeaaXurreny Unit 

1.2730 

7-2776 ** 


L53) PH STG 
- ' Fjiqm Upm A> fcM bjb. GMT 

Ennamncj tn mw Bans 


Dan: 


nt/wn 


Currency 

1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 


U.S. Dollar 

4.06 

4.06 

4.13 

■ 

Sterling Pound 

10.56 

10.43 

10.25 

10.12 

Deutsche Mark 

9.5 o 

9.50 

9.37 

9.25 

Swiss Franc 

7.31 

7.31 

7.25 

7.18 

French Franc 

9.93 

9.93 

9.81 

9.75 

Japanese Yen 

5.46 

5.12 

4.87 

4.66 

European Currency Unit 

70.37 

10.36 

10.25 

9.93 


l l t rtMl. W rales Ter anmul. nrvntttH: I -S. (MLirs I.BH.flMor eqnivokm. 

PHdwB MMh 
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Metal 

USD/Oz 

JD/Git) ~ 

Metal 

USD/Oz 

JD/Gm 

Gold 

357.25 

0.75 

Silver 

4.16 

.090 


2! karal 

Central Bank of Jordan Exchange Ran Bulletin 


3/1/1992 


7 it-. 


0 


I 




Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

ILS. Dollar 

0.6770 

0.6790 

Sterling Pound 

1.21 19 

1.2180 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4215 

0.4?3o 

Swiss Franc 

0.4738 

0.476? 

French Franc 

0.1257 

0.7243 

Japanese Yen ' 

0.5365 

0.5*73 

Dutch Guilder 

0.3146 

0.3765 

Swedish Krona 

0.1160 

0.7766 

Italian Lira' 

0.0567 

0.0564 

Belgian Franc 

0.02043 

0.02053 

(Vr I no 



Dchur Currencies 

Dnte: 3/2/7992 

Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

7.7660 

7.7750 

Lebanese Lira'* 

0.0769 

0.0775 

Saudi Riyai 

0.1804 

0.1815 

Kuwaiti Dinar .. a . . 

- . 

. - 

Qatari Rival 

'0.1834 

0.7843 

Egyptian Pound 

0.2050 

0.2200 

Omani Riyai 

1.7330 

1.7410 

L AE Dirham 

0.1834 

0.1843 

Greek Drachma' 

0.3600 

0.3700 

Cypriot Pound 

1.4800 

7.5050 


Frw IH 

CAB I ml km for Amman Finan ci al 


Market 


Index 

29/T/I992 Close 

2/Z/J99? close 

AlkShnrr 

133.63 

134.54 

Banking Sector 

109.75 

110.32 

insurance Sector 

131.70 

737.57 

industry Sector 

168.42 

770.70 

Services Sector 

152.81 

752.65 


llrrraJirr .11. IWI 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at miffiession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 




One ounce of gold 


1.7902/12 

1.1739/44 

1.6055/65 

1.8085/95 

1.4305/15 

33.08/12 

5.4790/4840 

1207/1208 

125.55/65 

5.8300/50 

6.2975/25 

6.2240/90 

357.30/357.80 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 

Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


p 


Super Star 
Kevin Costner 
1991 Oscar Winner 

in his outstanding 

super production 

ROBIN HOOD 


Prince of Thieves 

^ Show. 3:30, 6:15, 8 JO, lfc30 p.mJ 



' Tel: 6 ?ii/T 

Habit Al Mashini Theatre 


Every day you meet with 

The stars of Haret Abu Awwad Family m tfieir play: 

Zaman Al Shaklabah 
(Somersault Time) 

at 8 p.m. 



Japan records biggest 
trade surplus in 1991 


•TOKYO (R) — A slump in oil- 
prices and sluggish imports have 
caused the biggest trade surplus 
in Japan's history and the gap is 
iikeiy to widen in 1992, econom- 
ists have said. 

The Ministry of Finance 
(MOF) announced that Japan's 
unadjusted trade surplus rose to 
S103.29 billion from a $63.53 
billion surplus a year earlier. 

The current account — the 
broadest measure of trade in 
goods and services — ^ in 1991 
more than doubled to $72.60 
billion from $35.76 billion. 

• m # 

“With expectations of oil prices 
staying weak and a slow recovery 
in the Japanese economy, the 
surplus is likely to widen this 
year," said Kusuo Aoki, deputy 
manager at the Yamaichi Re- 
search Institute of Securities and 
Economics. 

“As long as the government 
does not stimulate the economy, 
this trend of a growing surplus 
mil not stop.” he said. 

The slowdown in the Japanese 
economy has dampened consum- 
er appetite for luxury imported 
goods such as European cars and 
paintings, and there are no signs 
demand will pick up. 

Officials were putting their best 
face on the situation. 

One MOF official said a rapid 

Saudis bring 
back cash 
from abroad 

MANAMA, Bahrain (R) — 
Saudi Arabians sent an estimated 
11 billion riyals ($2.93 billion) 
abroad during the Gulf crisis but 
all the money has now been 
repatriated, a senior Saudi offi- 
cial was quoted as saying. 

“Only about 11 billion riyals, 
which represented hardly six per 
cent of the private sector's sav- 
ings. escaped outside during the 
Gulf crisis... but it has all re- 
turned,” Deputy Commerce 
Minister Abdul Rahman Al 
Zamel told the Saudi daily Arab 
News. 

Investors transferred savings 
out of the Gulf region after. Iraq 
invaded Kuwait in August' IKK), 
but the Saudi economy has 
boomed since the end of the Gulf 
war in February last year. 

“The conflict only temporarily 
halted business activity. It made a 
sort of stoppage because things 
were not clear,” Sheikh Zamel 
said. 

He said the current high level 
of liquidity was reflected in va- 
rious areas including the stock 
market. 

The official Saudi share index 
generally rose last year as cash- 
rich investors scrambled for new 
shares. Share flotations by three 
Saudi companies, the first since 
1989, were heavily oversub- 
scribed. 


expansion in the surplus was un- 
likely in the long run but admit- 
ted that lower import prices may 
widen the current account surplus 
in the near-term. 

Prime Minister Kiichi Miyaza- 
wa told parliament Tuesday the 
growth of the current account 
surplus in fiscal 1991/92 ending in 
March was mainly because of 
one-off factors such as falling 
imports of luxury paintings and 
cars and lower oil prices. 

“Such temporary drops in im- 
ports are likely to normalise in 
the coming fiscal year, helping to 
reduce the current account sur- 
plus from the current (1991/92) 
year." said Mr. Miyazawa. 

But few economists agreed 
with Mr. Miyazawa, saying his 
comments were politically- 
motivated ahead of his trip to the 
United States, which started Fri- 
day. 

“It is lip service to (U.S. Presi- 
dent George) Bush.” said a 
Japanese bank economist. 

“Looking at the rapid improve- 
ment in the first 20-day trade 
figure, it is difficult to expea 
Japan’s trade surplus will de- 
crease all of a sudden,” he added. 

The MOF also announced that 
the trade deficit in the first 20 
days of January narrowed to 
$15.97 million from a $993.88 


million deficit in the same period 
a year earlier. 

Japan always posts a deficit in 
this period because of seasonal 
factors. It does not indicate any 
change in the growing surplus, 
economists said. 

The surge in tho current 
account surplus for all of 1991 
was due to a sharp decline in gold 
imports and lower import prices, 
including lower oil prices, the 
MOF official said. 

The yen's strength against the 
dollar increased the value of 
Japan's exports while reducing 
the value of imports, he said. The 
average dollar rate in 1991 was 
134.68 yen. down from 144.48 in 
the previous year, he added. 

Average oil prices in 1991 fell 
to $20.37 per barrel from $22.29 
the previous year. 

In December alone, the unad- 
justed tradb surplus rose to 
$12.70 billion from a $8.10 billion, 
surplus a year earlier. 

While exports rose only three 
per cent to $28.7 billion from 
December the previous year, im- 
ports droDoed nearly 20 Der cent, 
to $15.99 billion from $19.66 billion. 

In December, the current 
account surplus rose to $10.08 
billion from $3.79 billion a year 
earlier and $7.26 billion in 
November. 


Iraq offers work 
to Arab oil firms 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iraqi 
Oil Minister Usama Al Hiti said 
Sunday companies from the 
Organisation of Arab Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OAPEC) 
should work in Iraq despite the 
U.N. economic blockade, the Ira- 
qi News Agency (INA) reported. 

“Iraq has firm convictions re- 
garding the need for inter-Arab 
cooperation in all fields, especial- 
ly the oil industry,” die agency 
quoted Mr. Hiti as telling visiting 
Jordanian and Algerian journal- 
ists. 

He said Iraq wanted to rein- 
force the role of Arab companies 
'affiliated to die 10-member re- 
gional group by giving them die 
opportunity to work in Iraq. 

INA, monitored by the British 
Broadcasting Corporation, 
quoted the minister as referring 
to “attempts to destabilise the oil 
.market by overproducing and 
flooding it.” 

Iraq, die largest oil exporter 
after Saudi Arabia before the 
Gulf war, is discussing with the 
U.N. a resumption of its oil ex- 
ports. It has so far rejected terms 
attached to Iraqi exports as in- 
fringing its sovereignty. 

The Middle East Economic 
Survey (MEES) reported Mon- 


day that an agreement between 
Iraq and the United Nations on a 
partial resumption of Iraq’s oil 
exports, the country's economic 
lifeline, is still a long way off. 

The respected oil industry 
newsletter, published in Nicosia, 
noted that Baghdad is in the end 
likely to accept the main provi- 
sions of the U.N. resolution 
allowing the limited easing of 
sanctions. 

MEES said that “nothing is 
likely to be finalised” in talks 
between U.N. Assistant Secret- 
ary-General Kofi Annan and 
Iraq's ambassador to the U.N., 
Abdul Amir Al An ban, in Vien- 
na Wednesday. 

“All in all, it looks as though at 
least one more round of talks, 
and quite possible more, will be 
necessary before anything con- 
crete emerges," the weekly news- 
letter said. 

“And even then ... any deal 
reached at expert level 
could easily be torpedoed by 
overriding political cross-cur- 
rents,” it warned. 

An initial negotiating session in 
Vienna Jan. 8-10 failed to break 
the deadlock over Baghdad's re- 
jection of the U.N. decision last 
August to allow Iraq to export oil 
worth $1.6 billion over six months 
to pay for badly needed food and 
medicine. 


Hanoi fails to attract 
transfer of technology 


BANGKOK, Thailand (AP) — . 

' The capital of impoverished Viet- 
nam has attracted some foreign 
investment but no significant 
transfer of technology in the past 
four years, a Vietnamese media • 
report said. 

In 1991, licenses were issued 
for 21 foreign investment projects 
in Hanoi with a total capital of 
$150 million, the official Vietnam 
News Agency reported. 

That brought the total of the. 
past four years to 47 projects with 
a total capital of $350 million, 
making Hanoi second only to Ho 
Chi Minh City in attracting fore- 


ign investment, it said. 

Most of the investment in 
Hanoi has been "in tourism and 
services, said the report. Other 
projects are in industrial produc- 
tion, including assembly of im- 
ported parts. 

The report said leading pro- 
jects of 1991 included a joint 
venture in communications with 
General Express of Canada, with 
an investment capital of $86 mil- 
lion, and projects with French 
companies with a total capital of 
more than $60 million to upgrade 
a hotel and build a “tourist vil- 
lage”. 


Iraq's oil exports were halted 
when the trade embargo was im- 
posed. The United Nations says 
the sanctions will remain until die 
Iraqi leadership is removed from 
power. 

The sanctions are biting ever 
deeper and causing worsening 
hardship ro most of Iraq's 17 
million people. 

Iraq’s Planning Minister Samal 
Majid Faraj, said recently that 
the U.N. embargo cost Baghdad 
an estimated $17 billion between 
August 1990 and January 1991, 
including $10 billion m lost oil 
revenue. 

Iraq rejected the U.N. plan 
for limited oil exports be- 
cause it said $1.6 billion was not. 
enough for its needs and that the 
“colonial” conditions laid down 
by the world body violated its 
sovereignty. 

Baghdad objects to the deduc- 
tion of 30 per cent of the proceeds 
as war reparations of Kuwait and 
United Nations’ insistence of 
keeping tight control of how the 
money is spent. 

Iraq wants to sell oil worth $2.4 
billion and import vital spare 
parts for its war-damaged oil in- 
dustry. 

Baghdad claims (hut after re- 
pairing oil facilities, it can export 
one million barrels a day now and 
expects to be able to boost that to 
1.6 million barrels a day later this 
year. 

Diplomatic sources, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, said 
the Americans and British have 
indicated they are prepared to be , 
flexible in meeting Iraq's objec- 
tions to infringements on its eco- 
nomic sovereignty. 

This, they said, is because the 
Western powers are nervous ab- 
out appearing to be the cause of 
the misery and suffering the sanc- 
tions are causing in Iraq. 

The United Nations itself is 
' anxious to resolve the issue be- 
cause some of the proceeds from 
Baghdad’s oil sales will go to fund 
its operations in Iraq and gener- 
ate cash for the compensation 
fund for war reparations. I 
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Sudan floats currency, 
to remove subsidies 


KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan flo- 
ated its currency Monday, aban- 
doning the effort to maintain a 
hugely overvalued official ex- 
change rate. 

Finance Minister Abdul Rahim 
Hamdi announced the decision in 
a sweeping package of economic 
reforms for a nation bankrupted 
by civil war and natural disaster. 

He also ended most import 
controls, increased pensions and 
the minimum wage, raised prices 
for bread and sugar, and warned 
consumers that heavy subsidies 
on petrol, flour and other staples 
could not continue much longer. 

The exchange value of the 
Sudanese pound will, starting im- 
mediately, be the rate set by 
commercial banks, Mr. Hamdi 
said. 

The banks already traded cur- 
rency for most commercial im- 
ports at a floating rate of about 90 
pounds to the dollar — six times 
the abandoned official rate. 

Dealers said the scrapping of 
the official rate was not expected 
to cause any sudden move in ihe 
commercial rate. 

“A committee drawn from the 


commercial banks win determine 
the rate of the dollar on a daily 
basis or in a period it deems fit.” 
the minister said. The govern- 
ment and the Bank of Sudan (the 
central bank) will never inter- 
vene, whatever happens to the 
rate of the dollar.” 

Importers no longer need li- 
cences to bring in goods except 
for 15 commodities which will be 

controlled by the customs depart- 
ment, Mr. Hamdi said. He did 
not name the commodities. 

The switch to a more liberal 
economic system may open the 
way for Africa's biggest country, 
stretching up the Nile from Egypt 
to the heart of black Africa, to 
restore its credit with the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF). 

Sudan is more than $2 billion 
behind in payments-to the IMF. It 
has been barred from receiving 
new IMF-backed loans since 
1986. 

IMF negotiators held talks in 
Khartoum in January, pressing 
the government of Lieutenant- 
General Omar Hassan Al Bashir 
to decontrol prices, devalue the 
pound and limit government ex- 


penditure. 

The Sudan People's Liberation 
Army has been fighting since 
1983 to end domination of the 
south by the Arabised north. The 
country has also suffered 
drought, famine and several big 
floods. 

Mr. Hamdi said that from. Feb. 
1 the minimum monthly salary of 
employees in both the public and 
private sector would rise from 900 
pounds to 1 ,500 pounds, plus 100 
pounds for each of the worker's 
children up to a maximum of 
three. 

Pensioners would get 500 
pounds more a monrh. he said. 

The price of a pound (about 
half a kilogramme) of sugar was 
being increased at once from 
seven pounds to 10 pounds. The 
price of bread would also be 
increased and the size of loaves 
reduced. 

Mr. Hamdi said the govern- 
ment was subsidising wheat flour 
and to the tune of one billion 
pounds and petrol by 7.7 billion 
pounds a year, which could not 
be tolerated much longer. 


Critics continue attack 
on Russian reforms 


MOSCOW (R) — A leading con- 
servative economist Monday 
launched a new attack on the 
Russian government’s economic 
reform programme and Deputy 
Prime Minister Gennady Burbu- 
Jrs acknowledged that not all was 
going to plan. 

Pavel Bunich told the daily 
Pravda newspaper that a meeting 
of economists over the weekend 
had agreed that the reform prog- 
ramme, designed to introduce a 
market economy, had to be 
changed. 

“It’s not worth confronting the 
government but we cannot agree 
with all it’s proposing and putting 
into effect, he said after the 
economists met Russian par- 
liamentary bead Ruslan Khasbu- 
latov. 

“The state programme is in 
need of urgent coordination. Its 
main' flaw is the poor social pro- 
tectibn of the people, he pointed 
out. 

Prices were freed Jan. 2 as the 
first stage of the reforms and then 
soared beyond the reach of mil- 
lions of ordinary Russians. But 
production bid not increase as 
planned. 

“The most important thing is to 
carry things out as calmly as 
possible, without unnecessary 
stress, and not to bring about a 
dangerous situation fraught with 
the risk of a socio-economic out- 
brust,” Mr. Bunich said. 

Demonstrations against the 
rises have been held across the 
republic. Communist groups are 
planning a protest march to the 
Russian parliament Sunday. 

Mr. Khasbulatov has called for 
the resignation of Russian leader 
Boris Yeltsin and his government 
over the reforms. 

Mr. Burbulis told Russian 
Television late Sunday that there 
had not been “Even a hint of a 
rise in productivity” since the 
price rises. “This is a signal to the . 
government,” he said. 

The conservative Rossiiskaya 
Gazeta newspaper, quoted fi- 
gures from state statistics com- 
mittee Goskomstat, Monday said 
oil and coal production were still 
falling while a crisis was develop- 
ing in the metallurgical sector. 

“The fall in production is tak- 
ing on frightening proportions,” 
it said. 

Rules of supply and demand 
would normally mean lower de- 
mand for more expensive goods 
resulting in lower prices. But in 
most of Russia, producers have 
cut output rather than prices. 

Rossiiskaya Gazeta said light 
industrial production fell by 15 to 
30 per cent in the first 19 days of 
January, while believers of meat, 
cereals and milk fell by a third or 
more. { 

Some economists say the gov- 
ernment should have privatised 
state enterprises before freeing 
prices, arguing that there is no 
incentive for firms to cut prices as 
they do not face any serious 
competition. 

Mr. Burbulis said the govern- 
ment had to put a curb on mono- 
polies “in view of their super- 
aggressive conduct” but gave no 
details. 

He said prices were stabilising, 
and were falling in some parts of 
the republic, and he vowed that 
the government would not raise 
prices in February. 

The government would “finish 
‘off those who are now busy 
oppressing the population 
through prices," he said. 

Mr. Bunich said the govern- 
ment had to cut a recently im- 
posed value added tax of 28 per 
cent as well as taxes on profits 
and exports. 

I “Every country in the world 


stimulates exports and limits im- 
ports. Here it is the opposite," he 
said. 

Rossiiskaya Gazeta said the 
government team headed by Rus- 
sian economic chief Yegor 
Gaidar had been far too optimis- 
tic when it said shelves would fill 
up two to three weeks after prices 
were freed. 

“January did not make us hap- 
pier or richer but our life was 
shaken to the foundations,” it 
said. 

Mr. Yeltsin Sunday returned 
from a triumphant trip to the 
United States to face growing 
public disquiet with the choas 
sparked by his government's eco- 
nomic reform programme. 

During his three-day visit Mr. 
Yeltsin addressed the United Na- 
tions and held talks with U.S. 
President George Bush, setting, 
the seal on what Russia hopes:wiUni 
be a new era in superpower rela- 
tionships. 

But like Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev before him, 
Mr. Yeltsin is now finding foreign 
policy success counts for little 
amongst a population worried ab- 
out lack of money and food. 

An angry crowd of several hun- 
dred pro-communist demonstra- 
tors gathered by the Lenin 
Museum in central Moscow Sun- 
day to denounce the freeing . of 
prices, which has plunged mil- 
lions of Russians below the 
poverty line. 

“Give us back (state planning 
agency) Gosplan, socialism and 
the right to work,” read a banner 
waved by oue old woman. 

Russian Television Sunday 
quoted Goskomstat as saying the 
min um inn monthly salary a per- 
son needed to avoid starvation 
was 1,300 roubles. The average 
wage across the republic is not 
more than 700 roubles. 

Pravda Saturday said a poll 
conducted one week ago showed 
72 per cent of Russians were not 
satisfied with life and 44 per cent 
complained price rises were im- 
possible to stem. 

“No doubt these figures have 
grown by now,” it added. 

Resistance to the price rises, 
part of a wide- railing government 
economic plan for the transfer to 
a market economy , is not con- 
fined to the general population. 

Russian Television Saturday 
said Mr. Khasbulatov had met 
senior economists to discuss how 


the overall' plan could be 
changed. 

It said participants had agreed 
that “after the first month of 
radical economic reforms it is 
clear that the government's 
course needs to be corrected.” 

These who took part, including 
noted economists Leonid Abal- 
kin, Stepan Sitaryan and Pavel 
Bunich, declared people should 
be the first priority. 

"We need the market, of 
course, but not at the cost of 
impoverishment . Otherwise we 
will end up with not the market 
but catastrophe instead,” was 
how the television summed up 
the mood of die meeting. 

There is little evidence the 
price rises are working. Rules of 
supply and demand would nor- 
mally mean lower demand for 
goods resulting in lower prices. 

But this has not happened in 
most of Russia, where producers 
have cut output rather than lower 
prices. 

“The result of opinion polls 
show public intolerance is grow- 
ing as prices disappear up into the 
clouds,” Pravda said. 

Alexei Ulukayev, aide to eco- 
nomic supremo Yegor Gaidar, 
told Russian Television Sunday 
that although the bulk of price 
rises had been carried out, furth- 
er modest price rises on some 
goods could be expected in 
February. 

Mr. Yeltsin also has to tackle a 
protracted economic and military 
row with Ukraine, the republic's 
powerful neighbour. 

Ukrainian President Leonid 
Kravchuk Saturday dealt a blow 
to Russian hopes of preserving a 
single economic area on the terri- 
tory of the former Soviet Union 
by saying the area had already 
disintegrated. 

Ukraine has already decided to 
pay its foreign debt separately 
from Russia, arguing joint debt 
servicing was impossible now the 
countries had split. 

The two are also at loggerheads 
over who should control the 
Black Sea Fleet. 

And to cap what is likely to be 
a downbeak return for Mr. Yelt- 
sin, not everyone at home is 
impressed by his U.S. trip. 

Pravda Saturday accused the 
United States of behaving (ike 
“big brother,” describing arms 
disarmament initiatives from the 
Russian and U.S. presidents as 
bids to halt slumping popularity. 


Furnished Flat In Western Shmeisani 
FOR RENT 

Ground floor of 180 square metres in area consisting of 2 
bedrooms, guest room, living room, dining room, spa- 
cious kitchen, iwo bathrooms, glassed-in veranda, small 
garden, fence, special garage, central heating and 
telephone. 

Location: Western Shmeisani, Abdul Halim Al Nimer 
Street, near Bilal Mosque. Home No. 24. 

Call tel.: 664256/685593, Amman. 



Films At gqeti-e 
T he Goethe-lnstitut Amman 

Werner Herzog Retrospective 

Tuesday, February-4, Lebenszeichen (Signs of Life 
Saturday, February 8, Land des Schweigens und de 
Dunkelheit (Country of Silence and Darkness) 
Tuesday, February 25, Jederfur sich und Gott geg© 
alle (Every one on his own and God agains 
everyone) 

Saturday, February 29, Fitzcarraldo 

All films will start at 8:00 p.m. and are with -Englis 

subtitles. 
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Serbs In Croatia vow to hold 
out against U.N. deployment plan 


BELGRADE (R) — Serb lead- 
ers in Croatia vowed Monday to 
hold out against a United Nations 
plan to deploy peacekeeing 
troops in the former Yugoslav 
republic unless the plan is 
changed to meet their demands. 

A senior member of the gov- 
ernment in Krajina, Croatia's 
main Serbian endave, said its 
leaders had refused to bow to 
pressure by the Yugoslav pres- 
idency to accept the plan. 

Hie presidency, after three 
days of gruelling talks in Belg- 
rade, said Sunday that Krajina’s 
parliamentary leader, Mile Pas- 
palj, had accepted the plan under 
which 10.000 U.N. troops would 
be sent to Croatia. 

But other Krajina leaders de- 
nied Paspalj had acted on their 
behalf and said they would con- 
tinue to reject the plan. 

“We are not against the arrival 
of U.N. forces but we would like 
to talk to (U.N. special envoy) 
Cyrus Vance again and modify 
the plan,” Jovan Katie, Krajma’s 


deputy prime minister and minis- 
ter for industry, told Reuters. 

Krajina’s defiance, and opposi- 
tion by Croatian authorities, left 
the U.N. plan in tatters and 
further dented hopes of ending 
seven months of fighting in 
Croatia. 

More than 6,000 people have 
been kslied in the fighting which 
erupted last June after Croatia 
declared its independence from 
the Yugoslav Federation. It won 
international recognition as an 
independent state on Jan. 15. 

Opposition from Krajina also 
isolated its president, Milan 
Babic, and his government in a 
rift with Serbian and Yugoslav 
leaders who need the backing of 
all the warring sides if the U.N. is 
to station forces in Croatia. 

Mr. Babic says he welcomes 
the peacekeepers in principle but 
wants them deployed only along 
Krajina's border. 

He says the plan brokered by 
Mr. Vance, a former U.S. secret- 
ary of state, would endanger 


Serbs in Croatia because foe 
Yugoslav army .would be with- 
drawn from Krajina and local 
Serbs would have to disarm. 

“The president of the Republic 
of Serbian Krajina, Milan Babic, 
as well as foe government of 
Serbian Krajina, did not accept 
the plan on deployment of U.N. 
forces on (its) territory,” Mr. 
Babic said in a statement. 

Mr. Katie added: “He (Pas- 
palj) was not authorised to say 
anything. He did not have the 
consent of the (Krajina) govern- 
ment or parliament. Obviously he 
was under pressure and was ex- 
hausted.” 

Croatian leaders object to key 
parts of the plan, fearing it could 
lead to foe loss of land seized by 
the Serbs. 

Serbs control about one third 
of Croatian territory, including 
Krajina, which refuses to be cons- 
idered part of the newly indepen- 
dent Croatian stare. 

Many Yugoslavs and foreign 
diplomats believe foe U.N. plan 


is foe only hope of security peace 
in Yugoslavia, where a shaky 
truce has held for a month despite 
frequent violations. 

Croatian radio said Serb 
irregular forces fired mortars and 
artillery and advanced on Croa- 
tian defence lines in Djakovo in 
eastern Croatia early Monday but 
the attack was repulsed. 

The Belgrade-based news 
agency Tanjug said a Serbian 
policeman was killed in an attack 
by Croatian fighters near Sombor 
in eastern Croatia Sunday. 

Rve people were reported kil- 
led in earlier clashes in Croatia at 
the weekend. 

Tension is also mounting in 
Bosaia-Herzego vina , a republic 
where Serbs, Croats and Muslims 
live side by side. 

The Belgrade-based Tanjug 
News Agency said Stjepan Kljuic 
had resigned as leader of the 
republic’s branch of the Croatian 
Democratic Union over a split in 
foe party bat gave no derails. 


Miyazawa 
blames 
ex-aide 
for low 
popularity 

TOKYO (R) — Japanese Prime 
Minister Kiitchi Miyazawa said 
Monday his government's popu- 
larity had been hit hard by a dose 
colleague's involvement in a brib- 
ery scandal. 

“(The decline) is due partly to 
my lack of experience in handling 
bills in the previous parliamen- 
tary session,” Mr. Miyazawa told 
a bearing o; the lower house 
budget committee. “But it was 
also because my colleague was 
scorned by society." 

Fumio Abe, once one of Mr. 
Miyazawa's dosest confidants, 
was indicted Saturday on charges 
of taking bribes worth 80 million 
yen ($640,000) from Kycwa 
Company, a now-defunct proper- 
ty developer, when he was re- 

J ional development minister in 
989-90. 

Mr. Abe, who until last De- 
cember was in charge of fund- 
raising foT Mr. Miyazawa’s fac- 
tion of the ruling Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party (LDP), is alleged to 
have leaked strategic information 
to Kyowa about construction pro- 
jects and to have pressed a public 
finance coropration to extend 
cheap loans to Kyowa. 

Leading socialist Sadao Yama- 
bana told the committee that 
support for Mr. Miyazawa’s 
cabinet had dropped largely be- - 
cause Mr. Miyazawa himself was 
still involved in an older scandal. 

“The prime minister has not 
fully explained the case of his 
own involvement in foe recruit 
scandal.” 

Mr. Miyazawa, who became 
prime minister only three months 
ago, resigned as finance minister 
in December 1988 at the height of 
disdosures that his then political 
secretary had done business with 
the recruit conglomerate, which 
wooed dozens of politicians with 
offers of cheap shares in ex- 
change for favours. 

Despite the storm over succes- 
sive scandals, Mr. Miyazawa 
pledged to press ahead with poli- 
tical reforms. “We must restore 
public trust...,” be said. 

Later Monday, an LDP mem- 
ber urged Mr. Miyazawa — who 
is foe ruling party’s president — 
to oblige Mr. Abe to leave his 
seat in the lower house. 

“Mr Abe should resign from 
parliament to help restore public 
trust in politics,” said Nobutaka 
Machino as the budget committee 
session continued. “This is the 
view held not only by myself but 
also other LDP parliamenta- 
rians.” 

“That is for (Abe) himself to 
decide,” replied the prime 
minister. 

He added, however, that no 
parliamentarian could survive 
without foe voters' trust. 

In a separate development, 
Miyazawa, in remarks likely to 
escalate foe war of words be- 
tween Japan and foe United 
States, told parliament Monday 
that Americans may lack the 
work ethic. 

“I have long felt that (Amer- 
icans) may have lacked the work 
ethic,” he told the budget com- 
.mittee. 

"Because so many American 
university graduates were re- 
cruited into Wall Street, the num- 
ber of engineers in charge of 
developing goods has declined,” 
Mr. Miyazawa added. 

Mr. Miyazawa made die re- 
marks when former Trade Minis- 
ter Kabun Muto asked for his 
•views on trade friction between 
Tokyo and Washington. “The 
problem lies in foe management 
of U.S. plants, doesn’t it?” Mr. 
Muto asked. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Deng appears on television 

PEKING (R) — China’s paramount leader Deng Xiaoping, 87, 
appeared on state television Monday for the first time in a year. A 
sing ling and apparently healthy Deng was shown shaking hands at 
a Lunar New Year reception in Shanghai for soldiers and 
civilians. He was dressed in a high-collared grey Mao suit and was 
walking slowly with a woman holding his arm. Mr. Deng has been 
on a two-week tour of economically booming southern regions. 
He last appeared on state television this time last year during a 
similar reception. The China Daily newspaper Monday published 
the first picture of Mr. Deng on his tour, showing him with 
President Yang Shangkun visiting foe botanical gardens in foe 
Shenzhen Special Economic Zone bordering Hong Kong. 

Thousands protest after Ershad sentenced 

DHAKA (R) — Nearly 5.000 supporters of ousted Bangladesh 
President Hossain Mohammad Erehad, already serving a 10-year 
jail term, staged a protest after a coart sentenced him Monday to 
three more years. “We shall bring you out. You are not alone 
yet,” chanted demonstrators who poured onto the streets after an 
anim al conference of Gen. Ershad’s Jatiya Party. Police said foe 
protest was peaceful. Gen. Ershad was jaded Monday for 
possessing Bangladeshi currency worth $600,000 which foe court 
ruled he acquired corruptly. Judge Mohammad Ali Khan ordered 
that foe money and a four-wheel drive vehicle found at Gen. 
Ershad’s former residence in Dhaka's military barracks be 
forfeited to foe government, the Bangladesh News Agency 
reported. 

Too soon for massive aid to Russia’ 

WASHINGTON (R) — The' U.S. ambassador to Russia de- 
scribed Moscow’s economic reform programme as more 
courageous than coherent and said it was too soon for the United 
States to pump billions of dollars into the country. “It wouldn’t be 
prudent to spend money today,” Ambassador Robert Strauss told 
foe U.S. National Governors’ Association. He said that Russia 
still lacks foe financial institutions and economic structures to 
make sure the money is not wasted. The United States and its 
allies are already providing Russia with food and humanitarian 
assistance, but Moscow has appealed for $7 billion more to help 
stabilise its shaky economy and carry out painful economic 
reforms. As foe first major step in those reforms, Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin last month freed prices on most goods 
from government control, allowing them to shoot higher. “His 
economic plan... is a lot more courageous than it is coherent,” 
said Mr. Strauss. “It is not a very coherent programme.” 

White House rejects Yeltsin plan 

WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. Defence Secretary Dick Cheney 
has rejected Russian President Boris Yeltsin's rail for massive 
cuts in long-range nndear weapons beyond those already prop- 
osed by President George Bush. “There’s a level... we want to 
hold at,” Mr. Cheney said on a Cable News Network's weekly 
news programme. Mr. Bush called for a 50 per cent cut in 
strategic nuclear arms last month beyond that already agreed to in 
July's Strategic Anns Reduction Treaty (START) between the 
United States and the former Soviet Union. That would bring the 
number of warheads on each side down to about 4,500. But Mr. 
Yeltsin has since come out in favour of a much deeper reduction, 
to 2,500 warheads. U.S. Secretary of State James Baker will visit 
Moscow later this month to start in-depth negotiations with Mr. 
Yeltsin’s government on strategic nuclear arras cuts. “There’s no 
question we will go beyond START in terms of reducing the 
amount of strategic systems on both sides,” Mr. Cheney said. “I 
prefer our proposal.” 

De Klerk fires coloured cabinet 

CAPE TOWN (R) — South African President F.W. De Klerk 
Monday fired the cabinet in charge of mixed-race coloured affairs 
and appointed members of his own National Party in their place. 
Mr. De Klerk's move followed a 44-40 vote of no confidence 
Friday in the Labour Party, which controlled foe six-member 
cabinet and is led by veteran anti-apartheid campaigner Allan 
Hendrickse. South Africa has separate chambers of parliament 
for whites, coloureds and ethnic Indians, but none for the blade 
majority. Hendrickse, who had dominated the segregated Col- 
oured House of Representatives since its creation in 1984, was 
ousted by a coalition induding 36 supporters of Mr. De Klerk’s 
recently integrated National Party, but said be would not resign. 
Mr. De Klerk, who is travelling in Europe, responded Monday 
with a message distributed by his Cape Town office. He appointed 
Labour Party renegade Jac Rabie as head of the cabinet 
responsible for foe distribution of government! funds voted for 
the three million coloured minority. 

China’s party chief invited to Japan 

HONG KONG (R) — China’s Communist Party General 
Secretary Jiang Zemin has been invited to Japan, foe most senior 
Chinese visitor since foe 1989 crackdown on pro-democracy 
protests, a Peking funded newspaper said Monday. Japanese 
Prime Minister Kiichi Miyazawa invited Mr. Jiang to attend a 
ceremony marking 20 years of Sino-Japanese ties during a 
meeting with Chinese Premier Li Peng at the United Nations, 
Wen Wei Po said. Numerous lower-ranting Chinese officials have 
visited Japan since 1989, induding Vice Premier Zou Jiahua and 
Foreign Minister Qian Qichen- Mr. Li told Mr. Miyazawa that 
Mr. Jiang’s visit would be an important step in developing 
relations between foe two countries, the Hong Kong-based 
newspaper said. Analysts said Mr. Jiang was a more acceptable 
guest than Mr. Li. who is seen as a chief architect of China’s 1989 
crackdown. 


Italy 
to hold 
general 

elections on 
April 5-6 

ROME (R) — President Frances- 
co Cossiga Sunday railed early 
general elections for April 5 and 
6, saying that the present parlia- 
ment bad exhausted itself and the 
“magic moment” had come for 
Italy to re form itself. 

In a blistering attack on the 
current political system, Mr. Cos- 
siga said Italy needed “a govern- 
ment that could govern, a parlia- 
ment that could legislate, an 
administrative machinery that 
can actually administer and 
judges who ran judge.” 

The long-awaited decision 
opens a period of deep political 
uncertainty because of the ill- 
defined powers of the outgoing 
government and foe head of state 
himself in foe long political tran- 
sition period that has begun. 

The Christian Democrat-led 
four-party coalition remains in 
office until April 7 — the day 
after foe elections — when Prime 
Minister Ghiho Andreotti has to 
resign, but Mr. Cossiga Sunday 
said foe government would have 
only limited powers. 

Racing against the dock, foe 
Italian parliament last week 
rashed to approve a torrent of 
legislation. 

The pres dent told a news con- 
ference that since parliament — 
which normally controls the ex- 
ecutive — was dissolved, he 
would himself decide rase by case 
what foe outgoing government 
could and could not do. 

The transition is complicated 
by the fact that Mr. Cossiga’s own 
mandate expires on July 3. It will 
be up to newly-elected parlia- 
ment, which wfll meet on April 
23, to choose bis successor, a 
notoriously tortuous process in 
Italy. 


Azeri troops bombard Karabakh 


MOSCOW (R) — Azeri troops 
bombarded the capital of foe 
disputed region of Nagorno- 
Karabakh through foe night, till- 
ing one person and injuring 
several others, Armenia said 
Monday. 

A security aide to Armenian 
President Levon Ter-Petrosyan 
said 10 rockets and 20 mortar 
bombs were fired into Stepa- 
nakert. Houses in foe nearby 
Armenian villages of Karin tak 
were also damaged in an attack 
by armoured cars. 

“Relatively speaking, though, 
one could say the situation has 
stabilised,” aide Ashot Manacfau- 
ryan said from foe Armenian 
capital Yerevan. 

ITAR-TASS News Agency 
quoted foe Nagorno-Karabakh 
directorate of interior affairs as 
saying armoured cars and infan- 
try attacked foe Armenian village 
of KhramoTt Monday morning. 

“Annenian-self-defcnce forces 
are repulsing the attacks ... no 
casualties have been reported,” a 
spokesman said. 

Armenian militants have been 
fighting Azeri forces over four 
years for control of Nagorno- 
Karabakh, a largely Armenian 
enclave in Azerbaijan. 

More than 1,000 people hLve 
died in the conflict 

Armenia’s President Levon 
Ter-Petrosyan said Sunday he 
might appeal for United Nations 
peacekeeping troops to be sent to 
foe strife-tom endave. 

But he told a news conference 
at the Davos World Economic 
Forum in Switzerland he hoped 
the new Commonwealth of Inde- 
pendent States, which replaced 
foe Soviet Union and to which 
both Armenia and Azerbaijan 
belong, would agree to send a 



Levon Ter-Petrosyan 
peace force. 

“If the situation gets worse and 
the (largely Armenian) popula- 
tion of Nagorno-Karabakh are 
threatened by the Azerbaijani 
army, then we would ask foe 
United Nations to send a force,” 
*Mr. Ter-Petrosyan said. 

“This may have been an inter- 
nal issue when we were all part of 
the Soviet Union but now we are 
independent. It is an internation- 
al one.” 

President Ayaz MutaKbov of 
Azerbaijan told reporters in 
Davos earlier that his administra- 
tion was simply trying to “sup- 
press terrorism” in Nagorno- 
Karabakh. 

“Armenia is supporting terror- 
ism. They must stop,” said Mr. 
Mutalibov who with several other 
presidents of former Soviet re- 
publics is attending the forum, an 
annual gathering of world busi- 
ness and political leaders. 

Mr. Mutalibov said he had 
discussed the latest flare-up in 
which Azeris and Armenians 


fought fiercely in and around 
Nagorno-Karabakh, he gave no 
details. 

Mr. Ter-Petrosyan also said 
they bad talked on foe sidelines 
of the forum about foe fighting. 

“You would be surprised. Pres- 
ident Mutalibov and I get on very 
well. I think he is sincere and 
wants a political solution,” he 
said. 

“But be does not control the 
situation in Azerbaijan. He faces 
a very strong opposition that does 
not allow him to follow foe path 
of compromise. 

Mr. Ter-Petrosyan denied 
Armenia had sent weapons to 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 

Azerbaijan says Armenian 
fighters in foe endave have re- 
latively advanced weapons in- 
ducting missiles, one of which it 
says shot down the helicopter. 

Academic experts at die forum 
discounted Mr. Ter-Petrosyan ’s 
suggestion that foe Common- 
wealth, which has no supra- 
national s tr u ct u re, might send a 
peacekeeing force. 

“I would say that is a non- 
starter,” said one. “None of the 
other republics want to get in- 
volved in that hornets’ nest. 

Mr. Ter-Petrosyan said he 
wanted a preliminary political 
settlement which would ensure 
human and economic rights for 
Armenians in Nagorno-Karabakh 
and autonomy for the area. 

“If these demands were met, I 
would consider that the issue at 
this stage had been solved,” he 
added. “That would provide foe 
ground for further negotiations 
on a full sointion. 

He did not say what this would 
involve. Many Armenian political 
groups insist that the enclave 
must become part of Armenia. 


Enrile’s Filipino faction joins Mitra 


MANILA (AP) — Sen. Juan 
Ponce Enrile's faction of foe 
opposition Nadonalista Party has 
decided to support the house 
speaker for president in another 
setback to President Corazon 
Aquino's own candidate, a mem- 
ber of the group said Monday. 

Also Monday, former Trade 
and Industry Secretary Jose Con- 
cepcion, who had been a staunch 
supporter of Mrs. Aqnino, 
announced he would run for the 
senate nnder House Speaker 
Ramon Mitra’s party after “ex- 
tensive consultation arid personal 
reflection.” 

Meanwhile, the chief govern- 
ment lawyer, Solicitor General 


Francisco Chavez, leagued Mon- 
day to run for the senate under 
Mrs. Aquino’s handpicked candi- 
date, former Defence Secretary 
Fidel Ramos. 

Rene Cayetano said in a radio 
interview that foe Enrile wing 
would support Mr. Mitra in re- 
turn for four slots on the 24- 
member senate ticket of the 
speaker's struggle of the De- 
mocratic Filipino Party in foe 
May 11 election. 

The decision, which Cayetano 
said was Snnday, bolsters Mr. 
Mitra in his campaign against 
Gen. Ramos. 

Mr. Enrile said Mr. Mitra was 
a long-time personal friend and is 


“looming to be the opposition.” 

On Saturday, former Supreme 
Court Chief Justice Marcdo Fer- 
oan announced he was abandon- 
ing his presidential aspirations 
and ran as Mr. Mitra’s vice presi- 
dent. 

In a statement Monday, Mr. 
Concepcion said that he was join- 
ing Mr. Mitra and Mr. Fenian 
because they are “the team that 
ran best pull our forces together 
in the coming elections.” 

“To my mind, foe overriding 
need is for rarity," Mr. Concep- 
tion said. “I will, however, con- 
tinue to su p p o r t foe ideals of 
President Aquino.” 


India: Pakistani envoy’s comments ‘unacceptable’ 


NEW DELHI (AP) — India 
Monday accused Pakistan’s 
senior diplomat in New Delhi of 
spreading slander and expressed 
concern at the motive. 

“The Pakistani high commis- 
sioner’s comments have caused ns 
deep concern. We find foe kind 
of statement made by him on 
Jammu-Kashmir unacceptable,” 
Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Aftab Seth told reporters. 

High commissioner, or ambas- 
sador, Abdus Sattar accused the 
Indian government of “bludgeon- 
ing” people in Kashmir into sub- 
mission. 

Mr. Sattar was quoted in an 
interview with the Pioneer news- 
paper Sunday that relations be- 
tween foe two traditional rivals 
were “Midway between war and 


peace.” The unresolved issue of 
Kashmir “poses a danger of a 
war,” he said. 

He said at least 6,500 people 
had been killed in the border 
state in foe past two years. India 
has reported about 3,600 deaths 
in that period. 

Muslims in Kashmir are cam- 
paigning for a secession of the 
state from foe Indian Federation. 

“We are inclined to wonder at 
the possible motivation of foe 
Pakistani high commissioner for 
choosing this particular point of 
time,” Mr. Seth said. 

The interview appeared on the 
day foe prime ministers of India 
and Pakistan, P.V. Narasimha 
Rao and Nawaz Sharif, met pri- 
vately at a world economic con- 
ference in Switzerland and 


emerged speaking about a reduc-' 
tion of tension between then- 
countries. 

“What is the government of 
India doing in Kashmir today. It 
is a free fine zone... this is not a 
civilised way of dealing with a 
problem noT it is likely to be 
effective,” Mr. Sattar said . 

Secessionist violence flared in 
January 1990 following a govern- 
ment crackdown on escalating 
protests, bombing and attacks on 
state officials by Muslim separat- 
ists. 

The Kashmir issue has been 
alternately simmering and flaring 
for more than four decades fol- 
lowing the 1947 partition of the 
old British colonial India into 
predominantly Muslim Pakistan 
and the mostly Hindu India. 


Burma setting up firing squads, refugees say 


DHAKA (R) — Burma is setting 
up firing squads to curb Muslim 
and other rebels in its Western 
Mnslim-majority Arakan state, 
refugees fleeing into Bangladesh 
said Monday. 

They said Major-General Myo 
Nunt, a senior army commander 
in Arakan state, ordered troops 
in Buthidaong area Saturday to 
set up firing squads. 


Akyab (formerly Sittwe) Satur- 
day and Sunday against “military 
atrocities.” 

“At least 50 people were in- 
jured as troops opened fire on the 
agitating marchers on the streets 
of Akyab,” Nazral Islam told foe 
Daily Star newspaper. 

Burma has been reported to 
have deployed 75,000 regular and 
paramilitary troops along its 270 


Refugees told Bangladeshi offi- . kilometres frontier with Bang- 


rials in Cox’s Bazar that Burma’s 
military was angry because rebels 
such as the Rohingya (Muslim) 
Solidarity Organisation had not 
surrendered their weapons by Che 
army’s end of January deadline. 

The refugees’ report could not 
be independently verified. “We 
have no independent information 
about the reported' firing 
squads,” a Bangladeshi military 
source told reporters Monday. 

Bangladesh says more than 
70,000 Burmese refugees have 
fled to foe Cox’s Bazar area to 
escape alleged persecution by the 
army despite heightened border 
security. 

Officials said at least 2^500 
Rohingya refugees crossed into 
Bangladesh in the past two days. 

“The majority of them (re- 
fugees) have taken shelter in 
deep forests or with relatives who 
came in earlier,” one official in 
Cox’s Bazar said by telephone. 

“Those who reported to gov- 
emrnent-ran refugee camps are 
fating shortage of food ... we 
really don’t know what to do with 
them.” 

A leader of foe Rohingya Wel- 
fare Association told reporters in 
Cox’s Bazar hundreds of stu- 
dents, led by foe All Burma 
Students Front, demonstrated in 


ladesb. Dhaka has responded by 
drafting in troops and alerting its 
navy and air force. 

The military build-up followed 
an attack on Dec. 21 by Burmese 
troops on a camp of paramilitary 
Bangladesh Rifles, killing one 
soldier and wounding three. 

Rangoon at first said the attack 
was in error as its troops pursued 
Rohingya rebels. Later it denied 
any involvement. 

Rangoon, in recent meetings 
on restoring border peace and 
repatriating refugees, accused 
Dhaka of harbouring Muslim re- 
bels fighting for independence 
from Burma. Bangladesh denied 
the charge. 

Meanwhile, thousands of 
Krewn villagers have fled to Thai- 
land to escape Burmese artillery 
barrages and army squads press-' 
ganging porters. 

As foe cramp of shells heralded 
the dry season offensive, Karens 
gathered livestock, pots and 
pans, and blackboards for their 
schoolchildren and streamed 
east. 

The military has unleashed its 
offensive against Karen guerrillas 
in foe mountains of eastern Bur- 
ma with extra ferocity this year in 
a bid to crush foe long-running . 
insurgency. 


More than 1,000 Karen from a 
dozen villages are now sitting 
aimlessly in the Ban Sob Moei 
Camp on a sandy hillock just on 
foe Thai side of the frontier, 
where the Moei River flows into 
the Salween River. 

“They can't do anything here. 
They want to go back,” said 
Pastor Robert, a Karen baptist 
minister helping the meagre relief 
effort. 

The refugees told a reporter 
they grabbed what they could and 
ran when government artillery 
fire landed dose to their villages. 
A number of homes were burned. 

They also feared being forced 
to work as porters carrying 
ammunition and army supplies 
through the malaria-ridden 
jungle. 

One young man said 100 peo- 
ple in bis district were rounded up 
for forced labour. 

Women who managed to 
escape from other areas to Karen 
guerrilla camps have told bow 
they were repeatedly raped at 
night by soldiers after carrying 
loads aU day. 

Some of foe women had to 
work while looking after their 
babies. Pastor Robert said. 

A total of 4,000 refugees are 
straggled along the border, Karen 
rebel leaders say. 

The occupants of Ban Sob 
Moei arrived three weeks ago 
after trudging through the bush or 
in motor-powered longboats that 
chug up and down foe rivers. 

They brought with them pigs 
and chickens, mattresses and 
cooking gear. People from one 
village even salvaged black- 
boards, now propped up against 
trees and covered with Algebra 


and English scrawling?. 

“The children bad exams to sit 
on Jan. 29. We didn’t want them 
to miss them,” said San Sifo, a 
31 -year-old readier. 

Although the Karen are mostly 
poor subsistence farmers the in- 
surgent Karen National Union 
(KNU) has made education a 
priority, a legacy of the ethnic 
minority's close links with Christ- 
ian missionaries. 

The people have built shelters 
of bamboo and banana leaves. 
They sit huddled over fires to 
warm against the morning chill, 
smoking cheroots. 

“They need many items — 
food, medicine,” said Pastor 
Robert. 

Private Western relief orga- 
nisations have supplied rice, fish 
paste and other foodstuffs. The 
KNU has appealed for more in- 
ternational aid. 

But major agencies such as foe 
United Nations High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
are unlikely to get involved be- 
cause they have to be invited by 
the host country. 

Although local authorities 
tolerate the new arrivals. Thai 
policy-makers have no intention 
of encouraging a perm am exit re- 
fugee population as exists on the 
border with Cambodia. 

The Burmese army is making 
an all-out effort to rapture foe 
KNU headquarters at Maner- 
plaw, 30 minutes boat ride down 
the Moei River. 

The KNU headquarters also 
serves as base for a parallel gov- 
ernment set up by an array of 
ethnic minorities, students and 
politicians opposed to Rangoon's 
ruling generals. 



Church draws 
protest for ’marrying 
two gay men 

PASADENA, Calif (AP) — A 
group of Christian fundamental- 
ist marched outside a southern 
Califo rnia Church Sunday to pro- 
test a wedding ceremony last 
month for two gay men. About 48 
kilometres away m San Pedro, a 
minister who urged homosexuals 
to repent during a memorial ser- 
vice for an AIDS victim was 
fired. In Pasadena, a half-dozen 
protesters held signs that said 
“homosex is a sin.” and handed 
out tracts titled, “what’s woise 
than dying with AIDS?" _ to 
parishioners at the All Saints 
Episcopal Church. “It’s absolute- 
ly the wrong signal with foe AIDS 
epidemic raging out of control,” 
the Rev. R. L. Hymers, pastor of 
foe Baptist Tabernacle of Los 
Angeles, said of foe gay “mar- 
riage.” “The last thing a pastor 
should do is advocate a life- 
threatening and soul-threatening 
practice of sodomy," said Rev 
Hymeis, who organised the de- 
monstration. But the Rev. 
George Regas defended his deci- 
sion to marry Mark Benson and 
Philip Straw in a Jan. 18 cere- 
mony attended by 500 guests. He 
said be made foe decision after 
talking to many of the church's 
3,000 parishioners. “We have 
done what we think God is calling 
us to do,” Rev Regas said before 
services Sunday. “We believe foe 
inclusive love of Christ welcomes 
everybody." The wedding re- 
mains figurative because state law 
does not recognise same-sex 
marriages. 

19-y ear-old wins 
Albania’s first 
beauty contest 

TIRANA (R) — A 19-year-old 
high school graduate put Alba- 
nia's downtrodden women briefly 
in the spotlight Friday night when 
she won the first-ever beauty 
contest to be held in Europe's 
poorest country. But Vaibona 
Semllari Tirana also became a 
symbol of the situation in the 
shortage-stricken, former Stalin- 
ist state. She. like most of her 25 
co-contestants, is unemployed 
with little prospect of finding a 
job. “A beauty contest in times 
like this could seem strange.” the 
master of ceremonies told the 
audience of mostly 3.000 men 
gathered in foe ornate Congress 
Palace in central Tirana. “But we 
would like to show the world that 
Albania has beautiful girls de- 
spite its poverty." Earlier, 15- 
year-old Peqi Vreto from Tirana 
was chosen to be Albania's first 
Miss Smile. Friday's performance 
in which the contestants wore 
colourful dresses and bathing cos- 
tumes, was a glimpse of glamour 
in a country of bare shops, in 
which hospitals lack essential 
equipment and industry is at a 
virtual standstill because of out- 
dated equipment and Jack of raw 
materials. 

Art exhibit 
memorializes 
people with AIDS 

NEW YORK (AP) — Delores, a 
homeless person with AIDS, 
fought tenhciously to ding to life 
despite the double handicap she 
faced. She lost, dying a painful 
death at age 32. Now a New York 
social worker-turned-artist has 
given Delores and about three 
dozen people like her the respect 
and dignity in death that they 
largely failed to achieve in life. 
David F. Johnson. 49. worked for 
five years at the Bailey House — 
a refuge in Greenwich Village for 
homeless people with AIDS. He 
began painting portraits of those 
people as his personal catharsis 
for coping with tragedy. The portraits have 
become a much-travelled exhibit. 
The irony of his exhibit's popular- 
ity is not lost on Johnson, who 
began painting in 1985 as an 
outlet for suppressed emotions. 
“Society is generally indifferent 
to this kind of people — gays and 
drug addicts and street people.” 
Johnson said in a recent inter- 
view. "But these people are not - 
drag addicts on rooftops. They’re 
people with families and connec- 
tions and involvement who 
wanted to be remembered." The 
exhibit, on display through Feb. 7 
in Manhattan, has made" 14 stops 
since 1990. Accompanying the 
gouache (opaque watercolour) 
paintings are short, poignant cap- 
tions that recall a favourite hob- 
by. a challenge met. a distinctive 
trait. The faces variously depict 
disappointment, defiance, rage, 
pain — often distortion and dis- 
colouration — as well as dignity 
and grace. Johnson hopes the 
paintings confirm what French 
author Albert Camus wrote in his 
novel The Plague nearly half a 
century ago: “To state quite 
simply what we leant in times of 
pestilence: That there’ are more 
tmn^ to admire in men than to 
despise.’ 
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